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ARTICLES 


When People's Korea gave land to the farmers free of charge" 


76 - years on the 5th of March 1946, People’s Korea carried out one of the most 
radical land reforms in the whole of history. 


In Korea like many countries the land question existed for centuries. The hard - 
working farmers tilled the land but did not own and the crops they produced were 
taken as rent by the landlords. The situation worsened under Japanese colonial 
rule when the Japanese seized a lot of land in Korea and made the farmers their 
virtual slaves. 


The Provisional People's Committee of North Korea proclaimed the law of 
Agrarian Reform in 1946. It consisted of 17 articles and it was stipulated that it 
should carried out by the end of March 1946. 


The law confiscated without compensation the land of landlords with more than 
9 hectares of land, also any land not tilled by its owner and distributed it free of 
charge to landless and land-short farmers. The land of the Japanese and 
Japanese collaborators was also seized and redistributed to the farmers. 


The Agrarian Reform Law was carried out within 20 days, a remarkably quick 
speed. It was different to some of the other socialist countries that actually paid 
some compensation to the former landlords . In some neo - colonial countries the 
so - called 'willing buyer, willing seller" principle was enforced meaning in effect no 
land reform was carried out. 


In the UK today it is a fact that most of the land is owned by big landowners, 
monopoly capitalist corporations and property companies and banks. 
A Guardian article from 2019 stated that in the UK half of the land is owned by 
less than 1 percent of the population. In south Korea the newspaper 'Hankyoreh' 
reported that 1 percent of the population owned more than 60 per cent of the land 
( of course it did not mention that in south Korea a lot of land is owned by the US 
armed forces and US multinational corporations ). 


The Agrarian Reform Law smashed the chains of ossified feudalism which had 
existed for centuries. It set the farmers free from harsh exploitation, oppression 
and poverty, making them the masters of the land. Indeed more than mere 
masters of the land, it made them masters of their own and masters of the 
country. 


President KIM IL SUNG even made sure that an old farmer who had toiled for 
years under the oppression of a big landlord was not only given the best land but 
the former landlord's house ! 


The Agrarian Reform Law created joy and happiness in the countryside of 
People’s Korea, it freed the rural productive forces from the fetters of feudalism 
and landlordism and opened up an avenue towards socialism. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


March 1st. Popular uprising’ 


On March Ist 1919, the Korean people rose up against Japanese colonial rule. 
This became known as the March 1st Popular uprising. 


The March 1st popular uprising of the Korean people was a heroic act of mass 
resistance to the barbaric imperialist colonial rule of Japan. It was the result of 
the bitter resentment of the Korean people towards imperialist Japan which had 
annexed Korea some 9 years in 1910 after long coveting the land of Korea and 
planning to seize it by hook or by crook. The March 1st popular uprising was a 
just uprising against oppression and exploitation by Japanese imperialism. 


The great leader President KIM IL SUNG wrote in his reminiscences With the 
Century that: 


"Through the March First Popular Uprising the Korean people demonstrated 
to the whole world that ours are a people with a strong spirit of 
independence who do not want to live as the slaves of others and that they 
are a people with indomitable stamina and ardent patriotism who fear no 
sacrifice in order to regain their country! 


The reactionary Japanese imperialists brutally suppressed the uprising by force 
killing many innocent people. A total of 7 500 people were killed, 46 900 arrested 
and jailed and 15 900 wounded. This shows the gruesome barbarity of the 
samurai wielding bloodthirsty Japanese imperialists. 


Japan has never apologized for its crimes nor has it paid reparations to the 
Korean people. Instead top Japanese politicians visit the shrine of the war 
criminals. Today Japan is the shock brigade of US imperialism in Asia. Japan is 
being encouraged by the US to see itself as a regional power(not that Japanese 
militarism needs much encouragement) Japanese imperialism is planning to 
make a comeback in Korea. It has laid claims to Tok Islet in south Korea. Japan 
also dominates the south Korean economy and jointly exploits south Korea with 
US imperialism. Japan pursues an extremely hostile policy towards the DPRK. 


Japan commits acts of terrorism against Korean residents in Japan and is 
denying them the right to education. 


Although the March 1st popular uprising was brutally suppressed by the 
Japanese imperialists the independent spirit of the heroic up - risers is alive. 


Today that spirit of independence is represented by the Juche idea and the anti - 
imperialist Democratic People's Republic of Korea led by the dear respected leader 
Marshal KIM JONG UN, outstanding anti - imperialist leader of our epoch. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Women are precious jewels in the socialist society of Korea" 


Woman - this word in Peoples Korea has a special value. Just as they are of 
particular value. The quiet devotees of millions Korean women in the great days of 
socialist transformations of past and current time - play a special role throughout 
the entire political, social and economic decades of Korea. 


When we talk about the heroism of the Korean people, our thoughts should also 
be directed towards Korean women. The real hero and model for all Korean women 
always was, is and will always be Korean Anti - Japanese guerilla and communist 
activist: Kim Jong Suk. Her revolutionary activities will forever be a shining 
example for Korean women. Also today, Korean women, especially mothers are 
active in their lives full of devotion for other family members and are involved in 
many other activities including being active in their daily life, active in politics 
and social - economic life of Korea. Korean women have given years of toil and 
sacrifice by working hand in hand with men on many large socialist industrial 
construction sites and agricultural areas. Korean heroic women determine not 
only a big to but also biological stability of the nation, which will be better if better 
conditions are provided for their development in welfare, as it is possible only ina 
socialist state such as DPRK. 


Korean women are strongly united in their work for the well - being of their 
motherland in mass organisation - the Socialist Women’s Union of Korea 
( formerly the Korean Democratic Women's Union ), being very active in playing 
the role caring about women in all aspects of social life and continuous 
improvement of their living conditions. 


Women in Korea have equal rights to work in all professions as well as men. They 
work as bus drivers, railway locomotive drivers and even as miners in the mining 
sectors. There is no economic sector in Korea of Juche in which there is not a 
woman and where they do not do their full of devoting work. 


Korean 'Traffic Ladies' 


It is not expressed anywhere and nobody will count, nobody will record the 
sleepless nights in fear of Korean woman, how much worries and tormenting fears 
for his loved ones, as example whether the only son, who puts on the Korean 
People’s Army uniform and going to serve in danger tense area close to south 
Korea border line, will return home... 


Heroic Korean women and their lives devoted to struggle for freedom of the 
Korean nation, during the Japanese occupation ( 1910 - 1945 ), and fighting for 
national liberation during the war unleashed by the US aggressor ( 1950 - 1953 ), 
and adversities they has been heroically brave performed war tasks being great 
commanders and rank file soldiers. 


Today, in Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Korean women have all rights 
and full opportunities for personal development, for expressing personal talents 
and realizing their career aspirations. It is because they live in a free democratic 
state with a government that cares about women as one of important tasks in 
people - centered political system. All women in DPRK belong to ‘Special Group’ 
under special protection like children, elders and people with disabilities. All 
women rights arising from the necessities - has saved with the Law on Sexual 
Equality from 30% of July 1946 and primarily the most democratic constitution in 
the world - Socialist Constitution of Democratic Republic Peoples of Korea at 


which place: 


Women are accorded equal social status and rights with men. 
The State shall afford special protection to mothers 
and children by providing maternity leave, 
reduced working hours for mothers with several children, 
a wide network of maternity hospitals, 
creches and kindergartens, and other measures. 
The State shall provide all conditions for women 
to play their full roles in society 


( Article 77 of Socialist Constitution of DPRK ) 


In fact, it is legally legitimized by the highest body of assurance about the 
complete and non - negotiable protection of women in a socialist state as an 
expression of respect and concern for women as important citizens in the 
participation of the country’s social and political life. Socialist government of 
Democratic Republic Peoples of Korea with Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un, always 
remember about Korean women, as evidenced by every year in full of splendor 
celebrates of International Women’s Day dated yearly on 8t of March and he also 
stressed in his words to the Socialist Women’s Union of Korea: 


‘At present the Party and people put great trust in and have high 
expectations of the women's union. When the women's union grows in 
strength and when its members and other women turn out vigorously, our 
revolutionary cause will advance with greater vitality 


( Kim Jong Un ) 


Thus on 8% of March, on the International Women’s Day leť s pay a tribute and 
wish to Korean heroic women lots of happiness with strength to success in 
personal and public social life, in their life devoted to their beloved country Korea 
of Juche. 


Long live Korean Women! 


( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor PKT, 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


Some Reflections on Life in People’s Korea and the UK" 
( extracts from a 2019 essay ) 


The other day I was out shopping and it made me reflect deeply on the 
achievements of People's Korea, the happy lives of the Korean people and the 
people - orientated nature of Juche socialism. 


I was carrying heavy bags of shopping but chose to walk home in order to avoid 
paying a bus fare so as to save money, especially after buying a lot of massively 
overpriced goods ( the prices of basic commodities in capitalist societies like the 
UK are sky high, truly exorbitant ) so I had a long trudge back to home taking over 
an hour. I remembered how in Pyongyang, the capital of the socialist Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea , it costs only 5 won for a ride on the Metro or the bus 
or tram which is roughly the equivalent of 3p in British money. The minimum fare 
for a bus in London with an Oyster card is £1.50, 50 times the cost in Pyongyang, 
outside London in the rural areas the bus fares are much higher as they are not 
flat rated like in London so can as much as £3 or £3 for a short journey. The 
cheapest tube fare ( again with Oyster, much higher for a 'cash' fare ) is £2.90 or 
96 times the cost of a Metro fare in Pyongyang. I was told that in Pyongyang the 
cost of an annual season ticket on the Metro is about the equivalent of just under 
one euro. There is free travel for pensioners, war veterans and the disabled as well. 
As I wearily lugged the heavy bags of shopping back through the miserable 
drizzling rain I thought how lucky Pyongyang citizens must be to be able to hop on 
a bus or tube when they wanted and not worry about the cost of transport, they 
could be home quickly instead of a long walk with heavy shopping. 


I have never liked shopping, long queues , wasted time and seeing your money 
disappear fast . A modest bag or two of groceries in the UK bought at so-called 
discount supermarkets such as Lidľ and "Aldi can cost £20 or more. Doing the 
shopping and paying for the gas and electricity reminds of the passage from the 
‘Communist Manifesto" of Marx and Engels, namely: 


No sooner is the exploitation of the labourer by the manufacturer, so far, at 
an end, that he receives his wages in cash, than he is set upon by the other 
portions of the bourgeoisie, 
the landlord, the shopkeeper, the pawnbroker, etc.' 


The high price of food in the UK is driving many into poverty. Moreover health 
experts tell people to eat more fresh vegetables and fruit but these are often 
expensive leading to people having a poor diet. It might surprise people to learn 
that the NHS website says Malnutrition is a common problem, affecting millions of 
people in the UK’. A leaflet from the local authority said that in the borough in 
2018, 7,000 families visited a food bank because they could not afford to buy food. 


However when I visited the DPRK with my daughter in April 2019, she was 
surprised by how cheap everything was. In People's Korea many goods are 
supplied directly to people either virtually free or at a very low cost. I visited the 
DPRK in September 2018 and came back in February 2019 and April 2019, I 
found that the prices were exactly the same in the shops and that the exchange 
rate was the same. Some may not say that this is that remarkable. However some 
countries that have been under massive sanctions by the US such as Venezuela 
have suffered shortages and prices but looking around shops in the DPRK I could 
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not see any shortages in the DPRK and there were no price rises. This is not 
because of a random chance but because of the solid independent national 
economy established by the great leader comrade KIM IL SUNG and developed by 
Chairman KIM JONG IL and Marshal KIM JONG UN. Also it is a result of the 
people - orientated policies of respected Marshal KIM JONG UN who stressed in 
historic policy speech to the 14th session of the Supreme People's Assembly in 
April 2019, that: 


'The slogan "Everything for the people and everything by relying on them!" 
encapsulates the people-first principle maintained by our Party and the 
government of our Republic. In all spheres of State and social life we have 
given top and absolute priority to what are oriented to the people and 
popular among them, unsparingly investing everything for their well-being. 
Over recent years our State has implemented gigantic construction projects 
in a bold manner. This is not because there is a surplus of funds in the 
country's coffers; those projects are aimed at providing our people, who are 
the best in the world, with better conditions for a happy, cultured life’. 


In People's Korea, people are the priority and the state takes care of people's 
lives. People not only benefit from very low cost public transport and low 
commodity prices but also from virtually free of charge housing. To a Londoner 
living in a capitalist society this seems amazing, utopian in fact. In the area where 
I live, which is far from the centre of London, the average price for a modest 2 
bedroom flat is £269,000 and the asking price for a 3 bedroom flat is £350,000. 


Working people cannot afford to live in the centre of London where the cost of 
buying a 1 bedroom flat is £650,000 ( can be £1 million for a 2 bedroom flat ) or 
to rent is £2,000 per month ! In Pyongyang workers live in the centre of the city in 
modern developments such as Changjon Street. Apparently, it is easy to get a flat 
in the DPRK, I asked my guide from the Korean Committee for Cultural Relations 
with Foreign Countries, Mrs Ri, who is a young married woman with a child, how 
long it took her to get a flat, she said one year after being married she got a flat. In 
the UK a young couple would either have to try and get a mortgage to buy an 
expensive property and spend the next 25 years trying to pay it back, that is of 
course - if they the money for the deposit in the first place - or they could privately 
rent a place but left penniless by the high rent to the landlord, they could try to 
get "social housing but there is a waiting list so they could wait 10,20 or even 30 
years or the other option would to not get married and not have children! 


In the DPRK education and health care are free of charge. In England if we can 
get an NHS prescription it costs £9 nowadays and I am sure the price will increase 
next year. In People's Korea medical prescriptions are free. All education in the 
DPRK is free even at university level. In the UK the cost of going to university is 
£9,000 per team plus books, accommodation, clothes and food. The DPRK even 
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provides clothes for its university students. I remember visiting the Changwang 
Kindergarten in 2008. I was told how the children there got 5 meals a day 
including 120g of rice. Also kindergarteners in the DPRK receive Soya Milk which 
is delivered by special vans, these vans run even in the difficult period of the 
Arduous march. I can remember as a kid how the then Education Minister 
Margaret Thatcher decided to end school milk for children earning her the 
accolade Maggie Thatcher milk bottle snatcher, of course this was a portent, a 
taste of the future mayhem and hardship that Thatcher was to unleash on the 
country when she was prime minister from 1979 to 1990, grim years indeed! 


The DPRK not only provides a high level of social benefits to its citizens, but its 
citizens do not pay tax. Some might be incredulous at this but in fact as of March 
1974, taxation was abolished by the great leader President KIM IL SUNG. 


Revenues from state owned industries are used to fund social and cultural 
services, and provide a high level of benefits. In Britain the tax burden is 
enormous; income tax, national insurance, Value Added Tax, Inheritance Tax etc. 
Even the poor and unemployed, did not escape from taxation as most goods plus 
electricity carry VAT on them. On top of income tax and VAT, people have to pay 
Council Tax a most unnecessary tax. When I see my council tax bill I think of the 
wonderful and happy lives of DPRK citizens, who are not burdened with council 
tax. 


The DPRK is indeed a people's paradise, a socialist paradise of Juche ! 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


On the false hacking allegations against People's Korea! 


There have been a spate of allegations about the DPRK hacking this or that 
and apparently the US Justice Department has charged three people who it alleges 
are DPRK citizens with hacking and demanded their extradition to the US. One of 
those charged, Park Jin Hyok was previously charged by the US back in 2018. At 
the time the DPRK pointed out that such a person did not exist in the DPRK. 
There has been allegations by the south Korean National Intelligence Service" that 
the DPRK have hacked the Pfizer Covid 19 vaccine. 


The allegations are basically, a clumsy and hollow propaganda smear by the US 
against People's Korea. Some say that so what ? If the DPRK did hack Pfizer, 
surely vaccines should not be secret or a monopoly of one company or one country 
? Whilst sympathizing with this viewpoint, we would point out that the false 
allegations of hacking are part of a wider plot to demonize the DPRK, to start witch 
hunts and to apply yet more sanctions against People’s Korea. 
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The US and others who accuse the DPRK of industrial scale hacking cannot have 
it both ways; on the one hand they claim that the DPRK is a very backward 
country with little electricity but on the other hand they claim the DPRK is 
involved in cyber warfare and hacking on an industrial scale. 


It is ridiculous to accuse the DPRK of hacking to circumvent the sanctions. This 
is really 'the imperialists' very own self - made conspiracy theory born out of 
frustration because the sanctions have failed and will continue to fail. The 
sanctions are not failing because of anyone in the DPRK hacking into bank's 
computers or fiendish KFA people breaking the sanctions but because the DPRK is 
self - reliant, it closed its borders over one year ago and has survived, European 
countries could not close their border for one day and survive! 


Visiting the DPRK for the first time in 1992 I remember a Korean called Kim Tae 
Jin telling me with an air of self-confidence 'Our country does not need secrets 
from other countries’. 


Indeed the DPRK will prosper based on its own resources and technology. If it 
can build ICBMs, it can produce vaccines etc. People’s Korea does not need to 
resort to hacking or subterfuge to obtain the latest scientific know - how, it has 
self - reliance and has invested a lot of resources in science and technology for 
example the sci - tech complex that was opened in 2016. The imperialists may lie 
and impose sanctions but they can never block the advance of People’s Korea! 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Imperialist aggressive propaganda" 


Propaganda, a word in Western societies significantly skewed and often 
wrongly negatively assessed. Propaganda in its neutral essence can be used for 
both good ( as we will show later in this article ) and bad purposes. 


From the place of propaganda in US Western imperialist political strategy, all 
considerations about these international subversive activities should be primary. 


In the US strategy towards the DPRK and other socialist countries, propaganda 
has gained a rank equal to political, economic and military strategy. As a result, 
actions in all these subjects were closely coupled and the apparatus of foreign anti 
- DPRK propaganda was significantly expanded. Thus, the level of disseminating 
hostile DPRK propaganda in written and spoken forms was considerably 
expanded; various forms of cultural influence and ideological infiltration of foreign 
( DPRK especially ) societies by the USA were developed rapidly. Governmental and 
non - governmental organizations of the United States were engaged in these 
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activities, subordinating their activities to global interests of the USA. 


In journalism dealing with the problems of propaganda sabotage, the term 
‘psychological warfare’ is often used. Let's try to understand more deeply what 
activities constitute this concept, using US sources. The authors of published in 
1953 dictionary in USA under word: ‘psychological warfare’ gives the following 
definition: 


',.. planned use of propaganda and other actions intended to influence the 
opinions, emotions, attitudes and behavior of hostile, neutral or friendly 
groups abroad in such a way as to support the policies and goals of the 

nation or group of nations applying it... ' 


An important component of the psychological war is propaganda activity treated 
as: 


"... the planned distribution of news, information, 
special arguments and appeals designed to influence beliefs, 
thoughts and actions of a certain type ...' 


As it is valuable and important to stress, it does not matter to imperialist 
propagandists whether the information is true or false, the most important thing 
for them is that it should serve a specific purpose. The American propaganda 
specialist Paul M. Linebarger wrote about it in a completely open manner. In his 
book on propaganda theory you can find the following passage: 


„.. facts and logic are useful for propaganda, but they cannot be considered 
from the point of view whether they are propaganda or truth. Almost all 
good propaganda is truth, because it chooses the truth as it is needed ... ' 


A similar way of understanding propaganda as an instrument in psychological 
warfare is found in other Western authors. The fundamental propaganda goals, in 
the imperialist psychological warfare, were most clearly and precisely presented by 
B. Szunyogh in his book on psychological warfare published in 1995 in the USA. 
He distinguished the following seven goals: 


1. Destruction of the opponent's ideological unity and gaining supporters in his 
territory; 

2. Breaking the unity of the country using nationalism, patriotism, religion, etc., 
undermining the trust between leaders and society; 

3. Eliminating individual opponents, propagandists, leaders, etc., 

4. Causing the demoralization of society through defeatism, intimidation and the 
spread of mass hysteria; 

5. Demoralization of the armed forces; 

6. Blockage of industrial production; 
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7. Tactical use of propaganda of diversion, chaos and obstruction. 


Thus, more than sixteen years ago, the main principles governing the directions 
of foreign propaganda by the US were established. They also contained the main 
programming line of imperialist subversive radio stations. 


The main assumptions of the current ideological and propaganda activities 
abroad include DPRK - were formulated in the late 1970's. These directions were 
based on a directive by the US House of Representatives in where we read: 


"... The unrest, instability and tensions in Eastern Europe serve the security 
interests of the United States ...' 


More precise directions of these activities were included in the document of the 
National Security Council of 1978: 


"... The time has come to pursue a more updated policy, seeking to 
influence the inevitable process of change in the communist world ... ' 


As a conclusion, we can see that US Western imperialist propaganda aggression 
serves the evil destabilization purposes of creating lies in order to slander 
countries that have the courage to oppose global capitalist expansion. For that 
purpose working a powerful propaganda machine to spark a counter - revolution 
in countries with socialist states, and anywhere where the US has no alliances 
and to whoever does not agree and want to go their way to create politic and social 
- economic system like Korea of Juche. 


So do not be surprised, if you hear as usually about regime or violation of human 
rights or other nonsense produced by aggressive US imperialist propaganda. It 
just is their job paid by the central budget from taxes of millions of American 
citizens. 


American imperialist aggressive propaganda is really regrettable also in 
compared and by opposite, to professional and creative propaganda from DPRK 
serving not for enemies, but for creating good civic attitudes among one's own 
nation in the process of building socialism, which motivates people to work for the 
welfare in the process of building socialism, which motivates people to work for the 
welfare of the country, disseminates and publicizes good patriotic and national 
attitudes as well as over limit result at work for the welfare of their Korean 
country, and celebrates national heroes and their achievements. 


In thousands of workplaces in Korea of Juche, visual propaganda in the form of 
posters promoting health and safety at work and mobilizing to greater effort for 
better production results, in order to better and more efficient work. Korean 
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propaganda serves good purposes, not for psychological wars and creating lies like 
aggressive US imperialist propaganda, but for man and his welfare as well as the 
socialist system is based on people - centered principles. Where man is master of 
everything, not money like in capitalist culture. 


( Alan Bolon, Main Graphic Editor PKT, 
Chairman West of England Branch KFA UK ) 


‘Countering anti - DPRK fake news! 


A number of media outlets such as Al Jazeera ( which is owned and run by 
reactionary feudalists and Qatari bourgeoisie and supported the overthrow of Col 
Gadhafi in Libya ), have carried fake news about the DPRK being in 'crisis' etc . Of 
course, none of these media outlets actually have reporters in Pyongyang or have 
used any DPRK sources. Instead they quote from “South Korea’s spy agency 
which can hardly be described as an objective, balanced or reliable source. 


In fact the Korean Central News Agency of the 2nd of February 2021 reported 
that 'Different industrial sectors and units have attained their targets for the first 
month of this year’. Also recently the Supung Power Plant has exceeded its daily 
plan by 102 per cent. Everything is going well and the DPRK is on course to meet 
the goals of the historic 8th Congress of the Workers Party of Korea and the new 
Sth plan. 


Al Jazeera's quotes their friends in the south Korean National Intelligence Service 
as claiming that sugar prices have 'quadrupled'. This cannot be possible, because 
the DPRK has a planned economy ( and has recently taken measures to 
strengthen the unified planning and guidance of the economy ), and a State Price 
Commission which controls prices. Moreover the DPRK actually produces its own 
Juche Sugar so does not need to rely on imported sugar. It also produces Juche 
fibre ( Vinalon made from limestone ), Juche fertilizer and Juche steel. 

Whilst it may possibly be true that foreign trade has slightly decreased due to the 
sanctions, it should be remembered that in the DPRK foreign trade is only a small 
percentage of GDP, so would have little effect on the rest of the economy. Some 
journalists and policymakers forget that the DPRK has been under sanctions and 
blockade by the US since 1950 and has not only survived but prospered during 
that period. 

Visiting the DPRK in 2018 and 2019 our delegations saw no obvious or visible 
effects of the increased sanctions. Prices in the shops were unchanged and indeed 
the price of a Pyongyang Metro ticket is still the same as in 2012. 

Upholding self - reliance and self - development the DPRK will overcome all 
challenges and build a socialist paradise ! 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


KEA {m UK ACTIVITIES & NEWS 


Report of Online Meeting 
to celebrate the Day of the 'Shining Star' 
Organized by the British Group 
for the Study of the Juche Idea 
and KFA UK 
13th of February 2021 


An online meeting was held on 13.02.2021 to mark the Day of the Shining 
Star, the 79th anniversary of the birth of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL. It 
was organised by the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea, the 
Association for the Study of Songun Politics and the UK Korean Friendship 
Association. 


It was participated in by the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea , the 
Juche Idea Study Group of Ireland and UK KFA branches and members from 
London, Staffordshire, Manchester and the West of England. Also participating 
were the European Regional Society for the Study of the Juche Idea, KFA Finland 
and KFA Greece. 


A message of greetings was received from the Brazilian Centre for the Study of 
Songun Politics. 


Dr Dermot Hudson opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. 
Dr Hudson read out the message from the Brazilian Centre for the Study of 
Songun Politics which said in part: 


It is clear that today we have the answer that the Korean people have 
taken the path. But this was largely due to his faithful and unwavering 
leadership figured by General Kim Jong Il. Perhaps one day more people 

around the world will recognize the great political and military personality 
of Kim Jong Il, 
who managed in times of crisis to find creative solutions' 


The Chairman of the Juche Idea Study Group of Ireland in his 
contribution said: 


'Great Comrade KIM JONG IL was a progressive Comrade who always had 
the people close to his heart, and his contributions to the society of the 
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DPRK changed the lives of the people for the better. 

Great Comrade KIM JONG IL was dedicated to the people from a very young 
age when he began his work at the CC WPK, and continued right to the very 
end with the people always being the first and foremost in his mind. 
Great Comrade KIM JONG IL created many works which looked at the 
conditions from a scientific point of view and played an important part in 
the improvement of the peoples lives. Such works titled On the Juche Idea" 
taught that the people and party are together as one! To quote a 
revolutionary poster Single Hearted Unity is the great foundation and ever 
- victorious weapon for the Juche Revolution" 


The head of Staffordshire UK KFA Staffordshire branch and secretary general of 
the British Group for the Study of the Juche Idea said that: 


'The most remarkable successes achieved by Socialist Korea in the sector of 
culture under the leadership of Kim Jong IL. It was in September 1969 that 
Kim Jong IL put forward the policy of bringing about a revolution in the art 
of opera aimed at doing away with obsolete patterns in this genre. 
Kim Jong IL set as the main task of the revolution in the art of opera to 
make operatic creations’ 


The meeting was addressed by Juha Kieski director of the European Regional 
Society for the Study of the Juche Idea and chairman of the Finnish Society for 
the Study of the Juche Idea. He stressed the importance of the Juche idea in the 
present era and its vitality. The Juche idea is the way for progressives and 


communists. 


Alan Bolon of KFA UK West of England and a member of the British Group for the 
Study of the Juche Idea said that: 


'The memory and tribute to Great Leader Kim Jong IL will always remain 
as a shining star in mankind's path of history. 

It will remain forever as an example to us, to revolutionary communists of 
all the word, the awareness of their lives in sacrifice to others, of dignity to 
popular masses in socialist construction and for liberation struggles in 
countries under colonial imperialist occupation. 

His life is shining of Juche Idea victory and will stay forever. Staying 
forever, like his unique character in eternal memory, memory of the 
greatest and most eminent figures, the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
had defended socialism all his life and developed the Juche idea . Asa 
youth he had played an active part in leading the Youth League in the 
DPRK . He later developed great theories on building socialism and put 
them into practice. 


Dr Dermot Hudson in his speech said, in part, that: 
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‘Comrade Kim Jong Il lived a most simple life. As a school student and 
later as a university student he participated in the reconstruction of 
Pyongyang following the devastation caused by the US during the Korean 
War and later in new construction projects to build up Pyongyang better. He 
also worked ata textile machinery factory at lathe no 26. Thus comrade 
Kim Jong Il was a true people's leader, always with the people sharing both 
hardship and joy with them. Often comrade Kim Jong Il did not celebrate 
his own birthday and dressed in an old parka .... 

Comrade Kim Jong Il made sure that the DPRK continued firmly along the 
road of Juche charted by comrade Kim Il Sung by upholding the banner of 
Juche further supplemented it with the Songun idea and Songun 
politics the treasured sword for defending independence. 

Today the DPRK is the world's most independent country. It is seen as a 
country that does not take nonsense from any imperialists or big powers . 
This is the legacy of comrade Kim Jong Il, a legacy that is today further 
developed and carried forward by the dear respected Marshal Kim Jong Un, 
the one and only successor to the Juche cause’ 


A representative of KFA Greece brought greetings to the meeting and alsoa 
representative of KFA in Manchester. 


A message to respected Marshal KIM JONG UN was adopted. 
Meeting concluded at 17.20 hours GMT. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


ASSPUK, BGSJI, UK KFA and BSCPRKP 
support the decisions of the 2nd Plenary Meeting 
of the 8th Central Committee 
of the Workers Party of Korea 


The Association for the Study of Songun Politics UK ( ASSPUK ), the British 
Group for the Study of the Juche Idea ( BGSJI ), the UK Korean Friendship 
Association ( UK KFA ) and the British Solidarity Committee for Peace and 
Reunification on the Korean Penisula ( BSCPRKP ), issued a joint statement about 
the recent 2nd plenary meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party 
of Korea. 


The 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers Party of 
Korea(WPK) was held in Pyongyang, DPRK from the 8th of February to the 11th of 
February. The meeting was presided over and guided by the general secretary of 
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the WPK respected Marshal KIM JONG UN. The main purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss the implementation of the decisions of the historic 8th Congress of the 
WPK. The meeting was attended not only by members and alternate members of 
the Central Committee of the WPK but also heads of departments and local party 
officials. 


The meeting discussed the implementation of the new five year plan during its 
first year. The meeting correctly criticized those who were not properly 
implementing the new five year and had tried to lower targets which had been set 
by the Congress of the WPK. The meeting defined the abuse of power, 
bureaucracy and irregularities as “anti - Party, anti - state and anti - people acts’. 


Moreover it considered acts of self - centeredness and self - preservation as the 
biggest obstacle to implementing party decisions. 


The meeting adopted new militant slogans for the implementation of the new five 
year plan. It was also resolved to further intensify the struggle against anti - 
socialist and non - socialist practices. 


It is indeed very heartening that the WPK will step up the struggle against all 
anti-socialist and non - socialist acts. In the past the former revisionist led 
socialist countries failed to struggle against anti-socialism and instead even 
connived at them, People’s Korea led by great Marshal KIM JONG UN and the 
great Workers Party of Korea will not fall into the same trap. 


Hearing the news of the 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the 
WPK our organisations feel very encouraged and inspired. We are sure that the 
decisions of the 2nd plenary meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the WPK will 
lead to a great upsurge in socialist construction under the banner of 
self - reliance. We support the decisions of the 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th 
Central Committee of the WPK and wish the Korean people great success in 
implementing the decisions of the 8th Congress of the WPK, also in carrying out 
the five plan and decisively smashing all anti-socialist and non - socialist acts! 


( London, February 25 
ASSPUK, BGSJI, UK KFA, BSCPRKP ) 
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2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee 
of the Workers Party of Korea held 


Amid the great expectations and interest of all the Party members and the 
people who have turned out in the new revolutionary advance upholding the 
programme for struggle set forth at the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party of 
Korea ( WPK ), the 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the WPK 
was held from February 8 to 11, Juche 110 ( 2021 ). 


The 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the WPK was convened 
in the period when the guidance and the fighting efficiency of the WPK, which 
leads our own style socialism to new victories with the great idea and the art of 
leadership, have been remarkably demonstrated and the spirit of all the Party 
members and the people for struggle who are boundlessly loyal to the Party's 
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cause has been elated. 


The respected Comrade Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the WPK, guided the 
plenary meeting. 


As the General Secretary took the platform with members of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee, all the participants raised stormy 
cheers of the greatest respect for the General Secretary who wisely leads our Party 
and the people to only victory and glory out of the noble responsibility for the 
country, revolution and people. 


Attending the meeting were members and alternate members of the WPK Central 
Committee. 


Present as observers were vice directors of the relevant departments of the Party 
Central Committee, leading Party and administrative officials of commissions, 
ministries and national institutions, senior officials of the leading institutions at 
provincial level, chief secretaries of the city and county Party committees and 
leading Party and administrative officials of major industrial establishments. They 
listened in the tele - conference system. 


Kim Jong Un presided over the meeting upon authorization of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the WPK. 


Before discussing the agenda items, the General Secretary referred to the main 
purport of convening the plenary meeting of the WPK Central Committee. 


Saying that the Party Central Committee should powerfully lead the masses to 
the implementation of the decisions made at the 8th Party Congress by giving 
further momentum to the enthusiasm of the masses who are responding to the 
idea and spirit of the Party Congress, he stressed the need to provide the Party 
organizations and members with practical means for innovation which would help 
bring about practical change and substantial progress from the first year of the 
five - year plan. 


He said that as the decisions made at the Party Congress are mid-and long-term 
tasks to be fulfilled by all sectors during the coming five years, it is necessary to 
examine this year's plans down to details at the plenary meeting and fix and issue 
them as the decisions of the Party Central Committee. He evinced the 
determination and will of the Party Central Committee to take important measures 
to push forward the economic construction and provide the people with more 
stable and improved living conditions despite the persistent emergency anti- 
epidemic situation, in particular. 


He proposed agenda items to be discussed at the plenary meeting, underscoring 
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the need to make a serious study of a series of issues arising in thoroughly 
overcoming negative elements obstructing the socialist construction at present, 
and in further consolidating the Party organizationally and ideologically and 
enhancing the militant function and role of the Party organizations. 


The plenary meeting passed the agenda items with unanimous approval. 


1. On thoroughly implementing the first year's tasks of the five-year plan set forth 
at the 8th Party Congress 


2. On waging further intensive struggle against anti-socialist and non-socialist 
practices throughout society 


3. On modifying the collection of the slogans of the Party Central Committee 
4. On the examination of "Description of Rules of Workers' Party of Korea" 
5. An organizational matter 

The first agenda was discussed at the meeting. 


The General Secretary made an important report "On thoroughly implementing 
the first year's tasks of the five-year plan set forth at the 8th Party Congress" on 
the first agenda item. 


First, in the report he underlined the need to properly organize the economic 
work of the first year for implementing the new five-year plan for the national 
economic development. 


Saying that the first-year work is very important in attaining the new prospective 
goal decided by the 8th Congress of the WPK, he noted that the five-year plan can 
be finally accomplished with confidence only when the first-year plan is properly 
set up and fully implemented. 


The new five-year plan requires a new start apart from all those old and out of 
date and all the people in the country are now watching how the work for 
implementing the decisions made at the Party Congress starts and what kind of 
change is being made, the report stressed. 


In order to successfully do this year's work decisive of the result of the 
implementation of the decisions made at the 8th Congress of the Party, the plan 
which is its operational map and a blueprint should be set up in an innovative 
and effective way and the entire Party, the whole country and all the people should 
wage a vigorous struggle for its implementation. 
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However, there are no big changes in this year's quotas for national economy 
drafted by the Cabinet, analyzed the report, noting that the idea and policy of the 
Party Congress are not properly reflected in the proposed plan for economic work 
for this year and innovative viewpoint and clear tactics can't be found although 
the Party Congress has just made decisions and intensive studies on the 
document of the Party Congress and discussions for its orientation have been 
made. 


The Cabinet failed to play a leading role in mapping out plans of key economic 
fields and almost mechanically brought together the numbers drafted by the 
ministries. And as a result, the plan of one field has been raised subjectively even 
there is no actual possibility and the plans of other fields have been lowered under 
the signboard of readjusting and reinforcing even there are tasks that can 
certainly be accomplished or must be fulfilled. 


The report sharply criticized the work of several fields that markedly showed 
such tendencies. 


In the field of agriculture, the goal for grain production has been set high 
subjectively from the first year of the five - year plan irrespective of present 
situation where farming condition is unfavorable and the state is unable to supply 
enough farming materials, thereby making it hard to avoid bureaucracy and 
bragging from the planning stage just as before. 


In contrast with this, the fields of electric power industry, construction and light 
industry have brought down the production plans for major indices to the level 
where they would not be blamed in the year - end. 


Now major industrial establishments in the fields of metal, chemical and 
machine industries , local - industry factories across the country and the 
agricultural field raise the demand for even a bit more electricity, coal and other 
mines cannot but stop production due to electricity and the people feel 
inconvenience in their living. 


This being a fact, the Cabinet, the State Planning Commission and the Ministry 
of Electric Power Industry mapped out this year's plan for producing electricity 
lower than the present level under the pretext of adjusting to the present demand 
on electricity of major industrial establishments and directing efforts to restoring 
original efficiency of electric generators. 


The construction field also lowered the plan for building dwelling houses in the 
Pyongyang City than the goal decided by the Party Congress under the excuses of 
the supply of materials and labor. These are seeds of self-protection and defeatism 
of officials in the field of economy who are trying to find a breather and make 
pretense of doing work under the pretext of condition and environment. 
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Noting that the building of dwelling houses is an important work to provide the 
people with stable and highly cultured life and a political issue to defend the 
prestige of the Party Congress, the report said that the Party Central Committee 
was determined to build 10 000 dwelling houses in Pyongyang this year without 
fail. 


The light industry sector was also seriously censured for mapping out an 
absurdly low plan for this year's shoes production under the excuse of materials 
provision and giving priority to quality over quantity. 


The report stressed the need for other sectors to suggest goals, which can make 
tangible contribution to economic construction and people's living, with 
purposefulness of development, dynamism, perseverance and scientific accuracy, 
far from setting plan low so as to get appraisal of over - fulfilling task at the year - 
end. 


The General Secretary in the report referred to the issue of conducting 
substantial operation for expanding production capacity and foundation when 
organizing economic work for this year. 


All sectors of the national economy should build new production bases for 
production growth in the future, upgrade the backward and outdated production 
processes and reinforce necessary processes so as to push forward the work of 
expanding production capacity in parallel with the current production. 


As suggested in the main task of the five - year plan, we should press ahead with 
the nationwide work of focusing investment on the metallurgical and chemical 
industries, regarding them as key links in the whole chain of the national 
economy, and consolidating the material and technological foundation of the 
agricultural sector in a planned way from this year. 


We also need a method by which we can concentrate efforts in accurately - 
targeted way on projects which is urgent to us and in which ten achievements can 
be made from one success. 


Stressing that the nationwide, planned and scientific self -reliance should be 
given special priority and applied innovatively in economic work, the report said 
that this year's plan mentions about preferentially providing materials demanded 
in the major sectors of the national economy but only a few have national 
measures taken for their provision. 


Just to tell them to buy and use as much as they can even those goods which 
don't certainly have to be imported and which are domestically produced, is the 
most typical expression of dereliction found in the organs for economic guidance 
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characterized by shifting their responsibilities on to the lower units by abusing the 
slogan "self - reliance." 


The continuity of such status would result in gradual disappearance of the 
economic authority and control power of the state and in pushing state-run 
enterprises to illegal moneymaking. 


Noting that the Cabinet and the State Planning Commission should take 
centralized and unified control of products from all sectors of the national 
economy and businesses, and make quick switchover to the work system of fully 
meeting the demand by establishing production - consumption relations, the 
report underscored the need to intensively provide labor, equipment, materials 
and funds to businesses of key industry sectors and the only-son factories, take 
nationwide encouraging and preferential steps and take detailed measures to 
ensure import indices with domestic production. 


The General Secretary in the report called for giving importance to talents in 
organizing economic work for this year and paying special attention to bringing up 
talented scientific and technical personnel and management personnel and Party 
functionaries in every sector. 


The knottiest problem in propping up the national economy now is the shortage 
of talents and it is an urgent task to bring up new-type talents at present when we 
are set to make a bold innovation in all work. 


Changes should be made in the work of bringing up talents first to make 
substantial changes in the Party, state and economic work and people's living, 


The report said that all sectors and units should regard it as an important task 
of the five - year plan to bring up able scientific and technical personnel, 
administrative personnel and Party functionaries who can shoulder each sector of 
the country in the future and push forward it in a planned way. For this all 
sectors of the national economy should meticulously organize work on the 
principle of bringing up talents necessary for their spheres themselves and leading 
economic officials should hold fast to it as an important methodology to find 
talents before relying on them in Keeping abreast of their own sectors and groping 
for improvement measures. 


It should be the working attitude and traits common to all officials to boldly 
appoint talents, bring them up in practice and put them forward before the Party 
and state with a viewpoint that no work can be carried out, to say nothing of the 
decisions of the Party Congress, without having talents in hand and bringing them 
up, the report added. 


It stressed the need to bring up Party functionaries who are capable of finding 
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out and intentionally bringing up talented management personnel excellent in 
conceiving ideas and in organizing and conducting and controlling power, and are 
proficient in work with people. 


The General Secretary in the report put important emphasis on waging 
intensified struggle for putting an end to unit specialization and self-centeredness 
as the one involving the whole Party, state and society when conducting the first 
year's work for implementing the decisions of the Party Congress. 


The report said that misuse of power, bureaucratism and irregularities and 
corruption are anti - Party and anti - people acts committed by individuals, 
whereas unit specialization and self - centeredness are graver anti - Party, anti - 
state and anti - people acts perpetrated under the veil of unit and organization, 
stressing these are the biggest obstacle in applying our Party's people-first politics 
and consolidating our own strength, our internal driving force. 


It specially evinced that the practices of unit specialization and self - 
centeredness which infringe on the interests of the state and people and neglect 
the implementation of the decisions and instructions of the Party must not be 
allowed to go at large any longer but be stamped out resolutely by mobilizing the 
Party authority, legal right and military prerogative. 


It expressed the determination of the Party Central Committee to regard unit 
specialization and self - centeredness as the enemy to the revolution and state 
tantamount to the misuse of power, bureaucratism and irregularities and 
corruption and to wage an all - out war against it with the plenary meeting as an 
occasion, and dealt with the issue for all Party organizations, political and state 
organs and all the people to be the main force in the war for wiping out unit 
specialization and self-centeredness. 


In the report the General Secretary stressed to organize economic work for this 
year in the direction of displaying the potential of self - supporting economy and 
stabilizing the people's living to the maximum while strictly maintaining the state 
emergency anti-epidemic discipline. 


He then suggested the tasks facing the sectors of the national economy for this 
year. 


The report suggested key tasks to be carried out this year by main industrial fields 
such as metal, chemical, power, coal, development and exploitation of natural 
resources, machine industry and forestry in reinforcing the production foundation 
while conducting on-going production, and specified detailed ways for their 
materialization. 


Importantly stressed was the issue of pushing forward the work of improving the 
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railway situation with the focus of this year's work put on adjusting and 
reinforcing the railways in the field of railway transport. 


The report suggested the tasks of conducting on an extensive scale the 
construction of major projects including the unconditional construction of 
dwelling houses for 10 000 families in Pyongyang and finishing of infra - network 
project as planned as well as local construction and of accelerating the work to 
expand the cement production capacity and meeting the demand for various 
building materials with responsibility in the field of construction and building 
materials industry. 


In the report the General Secretary underlined the need for the light industrial 
field holding a big share in solving food, clothing and housing for the people to 
fully tap all potential and to increase to the maximum the production of people's 
consumer goods and light industrial goods. He set it as the central part of the 
work for this year to ensure home provision of raw materials, recycling, recovery of 
original performance of equipment, creation of new production capacity, and 
invigoration of local industry and the General Bureau of the Tanchon Area Mining 
Industry. 


The report stressed that it was decided to spruce up local industrial factories in 
Kimhwa County, Kangwon Province this year to implement the line of 
strengthening city and county set forth at the 8th Congress of the Party and to set 
a new standard of local industrial factory. The report proposed the tasks for taking 
measures for this to the Cabinet, the State Planning Commission and the Ministry 
of Light Industry. 


Along with this it was mentioned to put emphasis on strengthening the material 
and technical foundation in the fisheries field and to actively carry out fishing, 
aquatic farming to bring substantial benefits to the people this year. 


The report also detailed the major tasks to be carried out this year by the fields of 
commerce, communications, land and environment, city management, external 
economic relations and tourism. 


The General Secretary in the report stressed the need to unconditionally carry 
out the plan for agricultural production for this year. 


The report called upon the institutions of agricultural guidance including the 
Ministry of Agriculture to map out a foresighted plan for farming and, in 
particular, to take measures for coping with the disastrous climate in a scientific 
and realistic way, stressing the need for the agricultural sector to steadily lay the 
foundation for stable and sustained development for increased grain output by 
thoroughly fulfilling this year's plans for cereals production and procurement. 
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It suggested tasks for breeding high yielding varieties and expanding the area for 
cultivating them to raise the per-hectare yield, decisively increasing the fertility of 
soil, ensuring the scientific cultivation method for each farming process in line 
with the features of each breed and mapping out and pushing ahead witha 
detailed plan for making the low-yielding fields fertile before farming season. 


It called for promoting in a planned way the work for laying material and 
technological foundation of units producing tractor and farm machines, pushing 
forward the restoration of irrigation systems and facilities and the expansion of the 
irrigated areas, accelerating the reclamation of tideland, cultivation of new land 
and land realignment and increasing the production of livestock products, 
vegetables, fruit and industrial crops. 


It dealt with issues of supplying farming materials on which hinge success or 
failure of this year's farming in a responsible way in a nationwide scale, stamping 
out the practices of talking big in the agricultural sector, and bringing about a 
decisive improvement in the rural ri - Party committees’ work. 


The General Secretary in the report referred to the tasks to be fulfilled by sectors 
of science and culture. 


The report clarified issues to call upon the field of science and technology to 
smoothly solve the technological problems arising in consolidating the existing 
economic foundation of this year and putting the production on a normal basis, 
and to identify all scientific and technological talents in different sectors, regions 
and units and to take practical steps for and improving qualification of scientists 
and technicians. 


It said that the secondary educational sector should establish the rational 
educational system for bringing up the reserve scientific and technological talents 
in a planned way and that universities train more scientific and technological 
talents including experts on IT, biological engineering, chemistry and material. 


Suggested were important tasks to be fulfilled to bring about a clear 
improvement by the sector of public health this year. 


The public health sector should direct primary efforts into decisively eradicating 
different kinds of contagious diseases, and should promote as scheduled the 
construction of new public health facilities and that of pharmaceutical factory, 
medical appliances factory and medical supplies factory now under progress. 


The report roundly exposed the real state of literature and art still in stagnation 


and hibernation and called for bringing about a real progress in creation activities 
as required by reality that has entered a new period of turn. 
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Tasks were suggested for the mass media to wage a vigorous media campaign 
aimed at inspiring the masses to the implementation of the decisions of the Party 
Congress, and for the field of physical culture and sports to organize colorful 
sports events and conduct brisk mass sports activities. 


The report stressed the importance for the People's Army and the munitions 
industry, the sector in charge of affairs with south Korea and the sector in charge 
of external affairs to thoroughly carry out the fighting goal and plans of this year 
for implementing the decisions set forth by the 8th Party Congress without an inch 
of deflection. 


The General Secretary in the report made particular reference to the tasks for 
improving the economic work in an innovative way by decisively enhancing the 
function and role of the state economic guidance organs. 


What should be settled immediately at present is to improve the guidance and 
management of the Cabinet and state economic guidance organs over the whole 
economy by restoring the function peculiar to them as economic organizer and 
their controlling function. 


State economic guidance organs should emerge from old-fashioned force of habit 
by which they used to put the blame on bad condition, complaining lack of 
authority, and take a hands-off approach towards the national economy and 
actively wage a campaign for overcoming economical difficulties and obstacles. 


It is important to remove obstacles laying in the economic development and make 
sure the economy of the country is smoothly managed by improving the role of 
non-permanent economic development committee. 


The report called for overcoming obstacles and difficulties by making everything 
dovetailed from the planning, paying attention to organic contact and cooperation 
among economic sectors, thoroughly rejecting the evasion of responsibility and self 
- centeredness existing among state economic guidance organs and actively 
supporting and supplying each other purposefully, consciously and actively. 


It is important to establish strict discipline in the fulfillment of plans and do 
thorough - going summing up for the substantial organization and command of 
economic work. 


It is necessary for the Cabinet and state organs for economic guidance to raise 
high demand while providing necessary condition for every production unit to 
unconditionally carry out their plan for production and supply of materials, and 
conduct an intensive struggle against such phenomena as bargaining, defaulting 
and observing discipline in the fulfillment of plans for mere form's sake. 
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The report also set forth tasks for the Cabinet and state organs for economic 
guidance to boldly wage the work for improving the economic management 
method. 


It is necessary to prioritize the state - wide seeking and applying of methods for 
grasping all products and incoming materials in their numbers in a unified way 
and circulating them in improving the economic management method. 


It is necessary to properly combine the political method with economic and 
technological method and administrative and organizational method to settle the 
economic management our own way in line with our own situation. 


The General Secretary in his report repeatedly emphasized the need for officials 
of the economic field to decisively enhance a sense of responsibility and role. 


Saying that the expectation of the Party and people of economic guidance officials 
is very big at the present starting point for the five - year plan, and the reality calls 
upon every official to work with redoubled efforts beyond the limitation of his or 
her level, ability and potentiality, the report called upon our officials to display 
mental power and fighting spirit to make a staunch dash toward the future and 
terminal of the five-year plan while always looking far into the future. 


The General Secretary in his report set forth the tasks for guaranteeing the 
fulfillment of the national economic plan by law. 


Saying that nobody has a right to bargain with the national economic plan and 
they have only a duty to unconditionally carry it out as it is the order of the Party 
and law of the state, he stressed the need for the law field to set it as the core task 
to legally, powerfully and closely guarantee the national economic plan for this 
year and thoroughly carry it out. 


He importantly called for concentrating efforts of the Party work on the 
fulfillment of the tasks for this year. 


The report noted that the serious mistakes made in attaining the goals of the 
five-year strategy for national economic development set forth at the 7th Party 
Congress were caused by the misguidance by the Party committees at all levels 
over the economic work and the failure of the Party officials in fulfilling their 
responsibility and role as the organizer and standard-bearer in implementing the 
Party's policies. 


Mentioned in the report were the principled matters to be maintained in 


intensifying the guidance of the Party organizations for the economic work for this 
year. 
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Party organizations should thoroughly overcome formalism in shaping and 
adopting Party decisions for implementing the line and policies of the Party. 


They should decisively part from the old way of running Party meetings and 
discuss and adopt the decisions of the Party for carrying out the tasks set forth in 
the present plenary meeting in line with the intention of the Party Central 
Committee, will of the masses and realistic condition of their units and to be able 
to exactly question about the guarantee of their execution and limit of 
responsibilities. 


It is necessary to make wider use of strong points and successes and correct 
faults and deviations while grasping and reviewing the implementation of the 
Party's decision on a regular basis after its adoption. 


The report called upon the Party organizations to play their role as the helm in 
substantially providing their political guidance for the successful implementation 
of the economic tasks for this year. 


The role of the Party organizations in carrying out the national economic plan is, 
in essence, the work of most correctly illuminating the way for ensuring 
satisfactory economic work as required by the Party's policy and properly leading 
them not to derail from it. 


Party organizations should find out correct methods and map out detailed plans 
for perfectly carrying out the national economic plan for their units, positively 
push ahead with the work to make sure that administrative and economic work is 
done as required by the Party's policy and timely correct the mistakes and 
deviations. 


The Party committees should intensify brainstorming and help their members 
enhance the responsibility and role to skillfully overcome obstacles and difficulties 
in carrying out the national economic plan and in particular, leading officials of 
the Party organizations should do away with subjective and arbitrary practices but 
fulfill their duty as the political educator and standard-bearer who arouse the 
masses to implementing the Party's policy. 


The Party organizations should regard a monthly production review as a Party 
meeting of summing up the fulfillment of the Party's decisions, not just a 
business-like review of the fulfillment of the national economic plan, and hold it to 
be of political significance and make it a good opportunity in awakening officials 
and producers, arousing their emulation and generalizing advanced experience. 


The report said that it is very important to heighten the role of the Party 
organizations of the Cabinet, ministries and national institutions in successfully 
carrying out the economic tasks for this year and set forth relevant tasks. 
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Party organizations of ministries and national institutions should effectively 
conduct the organizational and political work for implementing the Party's policies 
upon their indication and positively back administrative and economic officials 
with a stand of taking full responsibility for the results of execution. 


They should steadily awaken officials by conducting intensive educational and 
ideological campaign for overcoming such negative phenomena as the one of not 
devoting themselves to implementing the Party's policy and of failing to boldly do 
the work while complaining about poor conditions, being seized by defeatism and 
self - protectionism. 


Concluding his three-day report, the General Secretary said that the plenary 
meeting was convened in an appropriate and necessary period in the sense that it 
helped rectify mistakes from the stage of planning this year's work and newly 
decided on the great work for our people and also helped find out and correct the 
ideological maladies including passivism and self-protectionism latent in officials. 


Expressing the expectation that every member of the Party central leadership 
organ would correctly confirm the work plan for this year through consultative 
meetings of panels, he called for making the plenary meeting a significant occasion 
of giving greater confidence and courage to all members of the Party and other 
people who turned out in implementing the decisions made at the 8th Congress of 
the Party. 


After he finished his report on the first agenda item, all the participants in the 
meeting raised enthusiastic cheers to pay the greatest tribute to the General 
Secretary who provided the commanding officials of the revolution, all Party 
members and other people with the powerful weapon of advance and innovation 
by unfolding a clear plan for the first year's march for implementing the decisions 
made at the 8th Congress of the Party with his rare insight and deep thought and 
by energetically guiding the meeting for days. 


His important report full of his absolute confidence in the justice of the socialist 
cause, spirit of boundlessly serving the people and strong will to win a fresh 
victory of the revolution serves as a great militant banner for bringing about a new 
upsurge and change in the socialist construction. 


Kim Tok Hun, premier of the Cabinet, Ma Jong Son, minister of Chemical 
Industry, U Sang Chol, director of the Central Public Prosecutors Office, and Jo 
Yong Won, secretary of the Central Committee of the Party, made speeches on the 
first agenda item at the plenary meeting. 


Referring to the fact that the General Secretary in his important report 
comprehensively set forth the struggle tasks for the entire Party and all the people 
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for this year, the speakers deeply analyzed and pointed out mistakes of not 
properly applying the idea and spirit of the Party Congress from the stage of 
mapping out the plan. 


They expressed their firm determination to set the militant goal for the first year 
in an innovative and scientific way by bringing about a fundamental innovation in 
their ideological view and work style in order to repay the great expectation of the 
Party and people and staunchly put it into practice and thus fulfill their 
responsibility in the struggle for implementing the decisions made at the Party 
Congress. 


The speakers pledged to conduct a dynamic legal struggle for carrying out the 
five - year plan and defending the socialist economic system and powerfully propel 
the implementation of the decisions made at the Party Congress and this year's 
tasks as a Party and political work by turning the whole Party into an integral 
whole of loyalists upholding the leadership idea of the Party Central Committee 
with sincerity and devotion. 


Consultative meetings of different panels for drawing up a draft resolution for the 
first agenda item were held at the plenary meeting. 


The consultative meetings, divided into the industrial, agricultural, light 
industrial and construction panels, deeply studied the contents of the report made 
by the General Secretary and discussed in depth how to work out plans of 
different sectors for this year guided by the report. 


New reserves and possibilities were actively explored and creative and 
constructive suggestions were made for innovating work of different sectors amid 
earnest speculation and efforts, and primary targets submitted to the plenary 
meeting were upgraded as a whole. 


At the plenary meeting, there was a comprehensive report about supplementary 
suggestions made during the process of drawing up a draft resolution at the 
consultative meetings of different panels. 


The draft resolution drawn up through the consultative meetings was 
acknowledged to correctly reflect the strategic tasks and policies of the Party 
Congress and fully carry scientific accuracy, feasibility and dynamism of this 
year's work direction and targets for different sectors. 


"On thoroughly implementing the first year's tasks of the five-year plan set forth 
at the 8th Party Congress ", resolution on the first agenda item, was adopted with 
unanimous approval at the plenary meeting. 


When the important resolution which would bring about an evident change and 
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practical achievements in the struggle and life of our people for implementing the 
tasks set at the Party Congress was adopted, all the participants manifested their 
strong support for the resolution of the plenary meeting and absolute will to carry 
it out with loud applauses. 


The second agenda item " On waging further intensive struggle against anti- 
socialist and non-socialist practices throughout society " was discussed at the 
plenary meeting. 


Kim Jong Un made a report on the second agenda item. 


Stressing that our revolution, which has entered the new development stage, 
strongly calls for more intensified struggle against the anti-socialist and non- 
socialist practices than ever before, the General Secretary in his report clarified his 
revolutionary will and determination to definitely remove vicious cancer that 
threatens our ideology and social system and hinders single - minded unity. 


Also suggested in his report was the task of powerfully waging the struggle 
against anti-socialist and non-socialist practices in the Party organizations, 
working people's organizations, government organs and law enforcement 
institutions. 


The report noted that powerful combined headquarters should be organized 
ranging from Pyongyang to provinces, cities and counties so that they could grasp 
the actual conditions of the struggle against anti - socialist and non - socialist 
practices in a unified way on one and the same principle and powerfully carry it 
out in an intensive and diverse way. 


It specially stressed the need for the Party organizations to intensively carry out 
the operation for overcoming abuse of power, bureaucratic behavior and 
irregularities and corruption among the officials as well as definitely remove those 
who connive at and fostering anti - socialist and non - socialist acts from the 
ranks of officials. 


It is necessary to set it as the most important task for defending the socialist 
character of our state and for rooting out the anti - socialist and non - socialist 
practices to urgently solve economic management problem, and solve them one 
after another in a strict and resolute manner. 


The General Secretary in his report said that all officials should clearly bear in 
mind that low - keyed struggle done only in words will never end anti-socialist and 
non-socialist practices and that if so they and our people will be made to pay a 
dear price. He stressed the need for the officials to fulfill their responsibilities and 
duties in the struggle for mercilessly curbing and stamping out anti-socialist and 
non-socialist acts found in their own sectors and units for the destiny of the 
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country, people and younger generation, and consolidating Korean-style socialism. 


Listening to the report of the General Secretary, the participants once again 
inscribed the necessity and urgency of the intensified struggle against anti - 
socialist and non-socialist acts and received powerful methodology and solutions 
to them and hardened their pledge to firmly defend Korean - style socialism and 
add luster to it. 


"On waging further intensive struggle against anti - socialist and non - socialist 
practices throughout society ", resolution on the second agenda item, was adopted 
with unanimous approval at the plenary meeting. 


The third agenda item " On modifying the collection of the slogans of the Party 
Central Committee " was discussed at the plenary meeting. 


The collection of the slogans of the Party Central Committee is a political 
document holding the Party's strategic and policy slogans, and therefore it plays 
an important role in firmly uniting all the Party members and other people around 
the Party and in encouraging them to the accomplishment of the revolutionary 
cause of Juche. 


The reality, in which the Party's prestige and leadership are being remarkably 
strengthened and the socialist construction goes ahead in depth, urges to ensure 
the political character and refinement of the collection of the slogans set forth by 
the Party Central Committee in every way. 


A report on the modification of the collection was made. 


The plenary meeting recognized that as the collection of the slogans set forth by 
the Party Central Committee was modified with political slogans intensively 
reflecting the line, strategy and tactics, political doctrine which would always be 
held fast to by our Party, it would fulfill its mission as an ideological weapon for 
defending the idea, immortal revolutionary exploits and absolute prestige of the 
leader, safeguarding the revolutionary character of our Party and victoriously 
advancing the socialist cause, and adopted a decision on making the modified 
collection the one of the slogans of the Party Central Committee. 


The plenary meeting discussed the fourth agenda item " On the examination of 
'Description of Rules of the Workers' Party of Korea ". 


The General Secretary referred to the purport of examining " Description of Rules 
of Workers' Party of Korea " at the plenary meeting. 


Noting that the 8th Party Congress modified and supplemented some contents of 
the Party rules as required by the developing revolution, he said that to compile 
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the handbook on the Party rules is of great significance in consolidating the Party 
organizationally and ideologically, strengthening the militant function and role of 
the Party organizations and intensifying the Party life of Party members. 


He said that the handbook on the Party rules must be decided at the plenary 
meeting of the Party Central Committee, which organizes and guides all Party 
works, at an interval between the Party congresses, stressing that after the 
handbook was examined and distributed, the Party organizations and members 
should deeply study it and do every Party work and lead Party life as demanded by 
the norms of the Party rules. 


The plenary meeting, based on the full pre-study by the members of the Party 
central leadership organ, adopted a decision on having the draft handbook as the 
one on the rules of the WPK. 

It deliberated the fifth agenda item " An Organizational Matter ". 


Members and alternate members of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee were recalled or by - elected. 


Ri Son Gwon was by-elected member of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee. 


Kim Song Nam was by - elected alternate member of the Political Bureau of the 
Party Central Committee. 


A secretary of the Party Central Committee was elected. 


O Su Yong was elected secretary and economic department director of the Party 
Central Committee. 


Members and alternate members of the Party Central Committee were recalled or 
by-elected. 


Kim Tong II, Kim Yong Nam and Kim Chol Su, alternate members of the Party 
Central Committee, were by-elected its members. 


Hong Hyok Chol, Ri Kyong Ho, Choe Yong Jin, Ryong Kun Chol and Jong So 
Chol were by-elected alternate members of the Party Central Committee. 


The General Secretary concluded the plenary meeting. 


Saying that the 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Party Central Committee 
successfully finished the discussion on all agenda items presented, he expressed 
thanks to the members of leadership body for sincerely attending the discussion 
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on the Party and state work, always keeping themselves tense and prepared for 
the past four days. He noted that it is a revelation and expression of their will to 
fulfill their heavy duty entrusted by the times and the revolution by solemnly and 
thoroughly implementing their pledge made before the people. 


He said that every agenda item discussed at the plenary meeting is of special 
significance in developing the revolutionary work and the Party and clear 
recognition of important and urgent immediate tasks facing us was shared and 
definite directions were confirmed at the plenary meeting. 


He pointed out that the plenary meeting provided a strong policy weapon to 
prevail against and eradicate the internal negative factors hindering the existence 
and development of the socialist system, and a political means to equip and rouse 
the whole Party. 


He said that through the plenary meeting, our Party Central Committee came to 
further refine its leadership art, with which it has found a correct way out in 
solving problems and submitted and directed everything to it, and gain precious 
experience. 


He also appreciated that the plenary meeting showed to our people, who are 
valuing the 8th Party Congress, the firm will of the 8th Party Central Committee to 
translate the epoch-making tasks decided at the Party congress into reality 
without fail by mapping out detailed and practical plans. 


He said that as we have gone through another requisite and excellent course of 
development, the Party Central Committee should advance the revolutionary work 
with correct guidance over and thorough-going execution of the decided tasks, 
thus making the people feel the renovated reality. 


Stressing that officials of every field and unit should bear in mind that to ensure 
perfection in emergency anti - epidemic work tops important tasks for this year, 
remain strict and consistent in the anti - epidemic work and rapidly cope with all 
the circumstances, the General Secretary took new measures to make the state 
emergency anti - epidemic headquarters keep the highest tenseness and vigilance 
and to establish strong anti - epidemic discipline throughout the country. 


Noting that the Party Central Committee has made preparations in a farsighted 
way from long ago to provide our people with more bountiful and happy life and 
give impetus to readjusting, reinforcing and independent development of the state 
economy, he expressed his expectation that with the plenary meeting as an 
occasion, substantial changes will be witnessed in the working attitude and way of 
economic guidance officials, and took decisive measures which will guarantee the 
implementation of the new five-year plan. 
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Calling on all the members of the Party central leadership body to value the 
decisions of the plenary meeting as their life and make every effort to make them 
be carried out unconditionally and thoroughly, he said that it is time to bring our 
loyalty under the consideration of our loving people. He earnestly asked all the 
comrades to turn out as one in the revolution for materializing the grand fighting 
programme of our Party by making redoubled efforts. 


All the participants broke into cheers of " Hurrah! " with stormy applauds in 
token of their pledge to remain always loyal to the revolution and the people by 
devotedly upholding the leadership of Kim Jong Un, passionately revering the 
General Secretary who opened up an avenue toward new progress and victory for 
our Party and people with his brilliant wisdom and outstanding ideology and 
theory and provided another epochal milestone to be recorded in the history of the 
socialist construction. 


The 2nd Plenary Meeting of the 8th Party Central Committee guided by Kim Jong 
Un will be brilliantly recorded in the history of our Party and the Juche revolution 
as a historic meeting which showed more clearly the revolutionary image of the 
WPK, which is constantly struggling and making renovations, and gave a strong 
impetus to the all-people grand march for implementing the decisions of the Party 


congress. 


( Pyongyang, February 12 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


Day of Shining Star Celebrated in DPRK 


All the people of the DPRK significantly celebrated the birth anniversary of 
Chairman Kim Jong II. 


Many people visited the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun, the sacred temple of Juche 
where President Kim Il Sung and Chairman Kim Jong II lie in state, and made a 
bow before the portraits of their smiling images. 


The working people and servicepersons of the People's Army visited the statues of 
the President and the Chairman on Mansu Hill and their statues and mosaics of 
their smiling images in other different parts of the country to pay homage. 

Photo exhibitions for celebrating the 79th birth anniversary of Kim Jong II took 
place in Pyongyang and provinces. 
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Performances were given at theatres and outdoor stages in Pyongyang and 
provinces. 


Artistes of the Phibada Opera Troupe and the National Folk Art Troupe gave out- 
door performances in front of the Pyongyang Grand Theatre and the Three- 
Revolution Exhibition House. 

The revolutionary drama "Mountain Shrine", an immortal classic, was staged at 
the National Theatre. Acrobatic performance given at the Pyongyang Circus 
Theater delighted the working people enjoying the holiday. 


Colorful performances were given by artistes of art squads and members of 
itinerant art squads and art squads of the women's union and dancing parties of 
young people took place at the plazas of the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium, the 
Monument to Party Founding, etc. revving up the atmosphere of the February 
holiday.Similar performances were also given in South Phyongan, South 
Hwanghae, Jagang, Kangwon, South Hamgyong and other provinces. 


Electric light decorations in Changjon, Ryomyong and other streets of Pyongyang 
and in every provincial seat added pleasure to the atmosphere of the holiday. 


( Pyongyang, February 17 
Korean Central News Agency ) 
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Workers at the Hwanghae Iron 
and Steel Complex Adopt Appeal 


In the western area of the DPRK, there is the Hwanghae Iron and Steel 
Complex, a huge base of metallurgical industry. 


Some days ago, its employees appealed to all the working people across the 
country to carry out without fail the first - year tasks of the five - year plan set 
forth at the 8th Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea. 


They, strong in patriotism and the spirit of self - reliance, had demonstrated the 
mettle and merit of the heroic Korean workers, promoting the economic 
development of the country in each period of harsh trial of revolution. 


True to the guidance of the peerlessly great men, they have adorned the history 
of the complex with only miracles. 


After Korea's liberation from Japan's colonial rule ( August 15, 1945 ), they 
reconstructed the then iron works severely destroyed by the Japanese imperialists 
in a short period to turn out the first molten iron and surpassed the peak - year 
level of production in 1950. 


After the Fatherland Liberation War ( June 25, 1950 - July 27, 1953 ), they built 
a 100 - ton open - hearth furnace, twice as large as the former destroyed by the 
aggressors, in less than one year to produce the first molten iron. 
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In order to carry out the first - year tasks for the first five - year plan set forth at 
the December Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of 
Korea in 1956, they completed the construction of a blast furnace, which would 
usually take more than two years only to design, in a matter of ten months by 
their own efforts. 


Today, the workers of the Hwanghae Iron and Steel Complex are taking the lead 
in implementing the decisions of the 8th WPK Congress, carrying forward the 
traditions of the forerunners. 


This year, the complex set a high goal to raise the production of iron and steel 
twice last year while speeding up such projects for expanding its production 
capacity as the general overhaul of oxygen heat blast furnaces, the extension of a 
large oxygen separator and the construction of energy - saving iron blast furnace. 
They are now filled with strong will to surely attain the goal by giving full play to 
their strength and fervor for the socialist country. 


( Pyongyang, February 25 
Korean Central News Agency ) 


SOUTH KOREA NEWS & REUNIFICATION 


US - south Korean war games in March! 


Despite the strong protest and rejection by the public at home and abroad, the 
US and south Korean warlike forces are planning to conduct the joint war game 
this year. 

The war exercise is scheduled to be conducted from March 8 to 18. 


The drill is the one simulating an all-out war against the DPRK. The south 
Korean army, the US troops present in south Korea and reinforcements outside 
the Korean Peninsula are to be involved in the war game. 


UK KFA denounces these adventurous and aggressive war games which are 
aimed at destabilizing People’s Korea and stifling Juche socialism, They are a 
threat to peace on the Korean peninsula and the Asia - Pacific region. We call for 
them to be cancelled at once! 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 
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South Korea indicts DPRK defector, 
who wants to return to the DPRK 


According to Reuters: 
‘south Korean prosecutors have indicted a North Korean defector who wants to 
return home on charges of violating a national security law" 
( see note *) 
Ms Kim Ryon Hui aged 51 was indicted under the National Security Law of south 
Korea on the 8th of January charged with ‘breaching the National Security Act on 
several counts, including plotting to escape to North Korea!" 


Kim Ryon Hui, a DPRK citizen, has been held in south Korea since June 
2011. She was tricked into going there by a dishonest money lender in China. She 
has family in the DPRK and wants to return to them. Ms Kim has asked many 
times to be returned to the socialist Juche homeland of the DPRK but the south 
Korean authorities have refused. Apparently it is forbidden to Te - defect' to the 
DPRK in south Korea. So anyone who defected to south Korea but then changed 
their mind is not allowed to go back to the DPRK. In the case of Ms Kim she had 
no intention at all of permanently settling in south Korea and had been misled 
into going there. There are sure to be other such cases. It is also worth mentioning 
the 12 DPRK waitresses abducted in April 2016 by agents of the south Korean 
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National Intelligence Service and have not been seen publicly in south Korea since 
being taken there. 


Ms Kim’s indictment under the south Korean National Security Law proves that 
south Korea is not democratic or free as it is claimed to be by the mainstream 
media, 


UK KFA and 'PKT' calls for all charges against Ms Kim to be dropped and for her 
to be returned to the DPRK as soon as possible. 


*Note - the south Korean National Security Law ( NSL) was enacted on the 1st of December 
1948 It is actually based on the old colonial laws of the Japanese empire in Korea . The NSL 
basically criminalized and outlaws any support or sympathy for the DPRK in south Korea and 
communist ideology . The minimum sentence under the NSL is 7 years and maximum sentence is 
death . 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 


Stop military drill! 


On January 28, over 400 civil organizations of south Korea issued a 
statement in demand of suspension of south Korea-US joint military maneuver 
scheduled for March. 


The joint military maneuver would incite military and political tension of the 
Korean Peninsula and trigger the danger of war that would claim the lives of 
millions of civilians, they warned. 


The military drill would accelerate dangerous armament race and isolation, 
pressure and sanction are failed policies, they stressed. 


( Dr Dermot Hudson, Deputy Editor / Reviewer PKT, 
General Chairman KFA UK ) 
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The US and south Korean troops are bent on war games against north Korea. 


The south Korea-US joint landing operation. 
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Shut down firing range! 


On January 28, residents living near Susong firing range in Pohang city of North 
Gyeongsang Province, launched a joint action by closing down the road to the 
shooting range in denunciation of the Ministry of Defense’s step to resume the 
firing exercise. 


The statement demanded total suspension of firing exercise of Apache helicopters 
scheduled to start in the early February, shutdown of Susong firing range and 
punishment of Minister of Defense and those responsible for resumption of 
shooting exercise of Apache helicopters. 


They blocked off the entry to the firing range with tractors and agricultural 
appliances to launch a long - term strike. They have accepted physical and mental 
damages such as earsplitting noise of helicopters, dropping of bombs and sooty 
smoke for over 50 years without complaining. They renewed their firm 
determination to close down the shooting range. 


( Pyongyang Mission of the Anti - Imperialist 
National Democratic Front of south Korea ) 
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LIFE AND CULTURE ňa PEOPLES KOREA 


Lunar New Year's Day Enjoyed in DPRK 


All the people of the DPRK enjoyed the Lunar New Year's Day, Juche 110 
(2021). 


An endless stream of people visited the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun, the sacred 
temple of Juche, carrying the best wishes for President Kim II Sung and Chairman 
Kim Jong II. 


The visitors looked back with deep emotion on the revolutionary careers and feats 
of the President and the Chairman. 
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People and service personnel of the People's Army visited the statues of the 
President and the Chairman and mosaics of their smiling images on Mansu Hill 
and in other parts of the country. They laid floral baskets and bouquets and made 
a bow before the statues and mosaics. 


Happy laughter could be heard in every family celebrating the Lunar New Year's 
Day. 


Greetings, encouragement, inspiration and best wishes shared by people showed 
the true appearance of a large socialist family holding the respected Comrade Kim 
Jong Un in high esteem as their father. 


The dwelling houses, villages and streets newly built across the country were full 
of happy laughter. 


Public catering establishments across the country delighted the visitors with 
kind holiday service. 


People spent a pleasant time, tasting national dishes and local dishes at Okryu 
Restaurant and Chongryu Restaurant in Pyongyang, Kyongam Restaurant in 
Sartwon City and other public catering establishments. 


Outdoor stalls in different parts of the capital city were crowded with citizens 
enjoying the holiday. 


=e 
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( Pyongyang, February 13 
Korean Central News Agency ) 
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Kina IL SUNG 


With The Century’ 

The Auté - Japanese Revolution" 
(April 1912 - June 1926 ) 
Chapter 1 - ‘The Country im Distress! 
pant 3 
"Am Beho af Cheers for Independence " 


My father left home one very cold day. 


I anxiously waited for the spring. The cold was a great enemy for us who were 
poorly fed and dressed. 


As the weather became a little warmer, my grandmother grew anxious, saying that 
soon it would be my birthday. Her worry came from her concern about how she 
could make my birthday not too bad during the lean spring, although the buds 
would be in flower and my father who had gone to the north would suffer less from 
the cold. 


Although my birthday ts in the spring when the farmers’ food has run out, my 
family used to put on the table a bowl of boiled rice and an egg fried with shrimps. 
An egg was a sumptuous feast for our family who could hardly afford even gruel. 
However, in the spring of that year I gave no particular thought to my birthday. This 
was because my father’s arrest had shocked me and, on top of that, I was 
constantly worried about my father who was far away. 


Soon after my father left home the March First Popular Uprising broke out. The 
March First Popular Uprising was an explosion of the pent-up anger and resentment 
of the Korean nation who had been exposed to extreme humiliation and 
mistreatment under the ten-year long brutal “sabre rule” of Japanese imperialism. 
The ten years that followed Korea’s annexation by Japan were a period of 
ordeals, a period of darkness and a period of starvation. During this period our 
nation, living under mediaeval terrorism which had reduced the country to a huge 
prison, was robbed of all social rights including the freedom of speech, assembly, 
association and demonstration as well as of its wealth, and groaned in dire 
distress. 


Our people who, following the country’s annexation by Japan, had built up their 
strength through secret associations, the Independence Army and the patriotic 
enlightenment movement, rose up boldly, unable to tolerate meekly this period of 
darkness, the period of plunder. 


The March First Popular Uprising was scrupulously planned and carried forward 
under the leadership of people in the religious world, from Chondoism, Christianity 
and Buddhism, and patriotic teachers and students. The national spirit of our people 
which had been inherited and sublimated through the reformist revolution in 1884, 
the movement for defending justice and rejecting injustice, the peasant war in 1894, 
the patriotic enlightenment movement and the volunteers’ struggle, erupted at last 
like a volcano in a call for sovereignty and independence. 


In Pyongyang thousands of young people, students and citizens gathered in the 
playground of Sungdok Girls’ School on Jangdae Hill at 12 o’clock on March 1, a bell 
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summoning them there. There they read aloud the “declaration of independence” 
and solemnly proclaimed Korea to be an independent state before holding a 
menacing street demonstration shouting the slogans “Long live the independence of 
Korea!” and “Japanese and Japanese troops, get out!” As the ranks of 
demonstrators thronged into the street, tens of thousands of people joined them. 
People from Mangyongdae and Chilgol also thronged to Pyongyang. We had our 
breakfast at dawn and all our family left to take part in the demonstration and 
cheer for the independence of the country. The ranks of the demonstrators which 
had numbered only several hundred when leaving increased to several thousand. 
The demonstrating masses thronged towards the Pothong Gate shouting “Long live 
the independence of Korea!” and beating drums and gongs. 


Then six years old, also joined the ranks of demonstrators in my worn-out shoes 
and went as far as the Pothong Gate, cheering. It was hard for me to keep up with 
the adults who were thronging towards the city in angry waves. So, from time to 
time I took off my straw sandals, the sliding shoes being a nuisance to me, and ran 
after the ranks with the shoes in my hand. When the adults cheered for 
independence, I joined them. 


The enemy used swords and guns indiscriminately against the masses, even 
mobilizing mounted policemen and troops. Many people were killed. 
Despite this the demonstrators resisted the enemy fearlessly, becoming human 
weapons. A battle was fought in front of the Pothong Gate. 
This was the first time I saw one man killing another. This was the day when I 
witnessed Korean blood being spilled for the first time. My young heart burned with 
indignation. 


As the sun set and it became dark the villagers climbed Mangyong Hill with 
torches in their hands and there they again cheered for independence blowing 
bugles and beating drums and cans. 


The struggle continued in this way for many days. With my aunt Hyong Bok I used 
to go up Mangyong Hill after my mother and there we cheered until late at night 
before going back down. My mother carried drinking water for the other people and 
peeled hemp stalks to be used as torches. 


In Seoul a courageous demonstration was held with the participation of hundreds 
of thousands of people, including those peasants who had come there from the 
provinces to attend the funeral of King Kojong. 


With a view to repressing the demonstration, the Japanese governor-general 
Hasegawa mobilized the 20th army division stationed in Ryongsan. The enemy 
brutally massacred the demonstrating masses, shooting and stabbing them. The 
streets of Seoul became a sea of blood in an instant. 
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However, the demonstrators continued their march, the second rank stepping 
forward to the van if the front rank fell. 


People in other parts of the country also fought heroically, shedding their blood and 
not yielding to the brutality of the enemy who suppressed the demonstrators by 
force of arms. 


When a young girl student had her right arm that held the national flag cut off by 
an enemy sword, she took the flag in her left hand and, when she was unable to 
move any further having had her left arm cut off, too, she continued to shout “Long 
live the independence of Korea!” striking terror into the hearts of the Japanese 
imperialist soldiers and policemen. 


With the demonstration in Seoul and Pyongyang as the start, in the middle of 
March the uprising swept across all the 13 provinces of the country, spreading even 
to the Korean compatriots elsewhere such as Manchuria, Shanghai, the Maritime 
Province of Siberia and Hawat and thus becoming truly nationwide resistance. At 
that time every Korean with a national conscience took part in this uprising 
irrespective of occupation, religious belief, age and sex. 


Even women from respectable families who would previously not have gone 
outdoors because of feudal custom and kisaeng girls who were treated as women 
of the lowest birth formed ranks and rose in the demonstration. 


For a couple of months following the outbreak of the uprising the whole country 
shook with cheers for independence. Then, as the spring passed and summer came, 
the spirit of the demonstrators gradually began to flag. 


Many people believed that the enemy would withdraw if they raised their spirit 
and shouted cheers for only a few months. However, this was a delusion. It was 
most unlikely for the Japanese imperialists to give up their occupation 
of Korea willingly in the face of such resistance. 


In order to seize Korea, Japan waged three wars, counting only the major ones. 
As long as 400 years ago Kato Kiyomasa and Konishi Yukinaga, Hideyosht’s 
subordinates, ignited a fire in the land of our country, bringing with them a large 
army amounting to hundreds of thousands of men. That incident was called the 
“Inyinwaeran” (the Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592—Tr.). 


As soon as Japan took the road of civilization through the so-called “Meiji 
Restoration” in the middle of the 19th century, one of the first things her ruling 
circles advanced was the “theory of the conquest of Korea.” The “theory of the 
conquest of Korea” was an aggressive argument by the Japanese militarist group 
that they should conquer Korea by force of arms for the prosperity of Japan and 
for the greater strength of the emperor state. 
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Although the “theory of the conquest of Korea” was not put into effect in those 
days because of disagreement among the Japanese political circles and military 
authorities, the advocates of this “theory” raised a rebellion and waged a civil war 
for more than six months. 


It is said that a bronze statue of Saigo Takamori, head of the advocates of the 
“theory of the conquest of Korea” who raised a large-scale rebellion against the 
emperor, stands even today in state in Japan. 

Japan waged wars against China and Russia in order to swallow up Korea. 
The United States of America and Great Britain supported her surreptitiously. 
How cold-blooded the Japanese military clique was can be seen from the following 
story. 


It was Nogi who commanded the Japanese forces at the battle at Port 
Arthur during the Russo-Japanese War. In his attempt to seize Height 203 he went 
up the mountain by climbing up a ladder of corpses. They say that the grave on 
Paiokshan at Port Arthur holds only some of the more than 25,000 people who 
were killed there at that time. 


Nogi won the war at a great cost, but he could seize neither Siberia 
nor Manchuria despite of the fact that he had boasted that he would swallow up 
both of them. Those Japanese who had been innocently deceived and become 
widows and orphans, thronged to the wharf in misery on hearing the rumour that 
Nogi was returning home. Their intention was to do him some harm. 
They are said, however, to have shut their mouths at the sight of three boxes of 
ashes hanging on the breast of Nogi as he disembarked from the ship. Nogi had lost 
all three of his sons in the battle. 


There is no knowing how truthful this story is. However, it was clear from this that 
the Japanese occupationists would not give up Korea readily. 


However, the leaders of the March First Popular Uprising defined the character of 
this movement as non-violent from the outset, ignoring the elated fighting spirit of 
our people, and oblivious of this historical lesson. They confined themselves to 
formulating a “declaration of independence” and clarifying to the world the intention 
of the Korean nation for its independence. They did not want the movement 
extending any further and turning into a mass struggle led by the popular masses. 
Some leaders of the nationalist movement went so far as to try to achieve the 
independence of Korea by means of a “petition.” When Wilson’s “theory of 
national self-determination” was made public, they launched a shameful petition 
campaign in the preposterous belief that a decision might be reached on the 
independence of Korea at the Paris Peace Conference by the representatives of 
the United States of America and other parties to the entente. Kim Kyu Sik and 
some other people visited the lodgings of the representatives of the great powers 


54 


with a “petition for independence” in their hands, appealing to them for help. 
However, the representatives of the parties to the entente gave the Korean question 
no consideration; they were concerned only about themselves. 


Properly speaking, it was a miscalculation for senior figures from the nationalist 
movement to pin their hopes on Wilson’s “theory of national self-determination.” The 
“theory of national self-determination” was a hypocritical slogan which 
the US imperialists put forward in order to reduce the influence of the October 
Socialist Revolution and lord it over the rest of the world. Under the deceptive slogan 
of “national self-determination” the US imperialists schemed to undermine from 
within the multi-national USSR and isolate small and weak colonial nations from 
one another to prevent them from uniting in the independence struggle. At the same 
time they plotted to occupy the territory of the countries defeated in the war. 


It was impossible for the US imperialists to help Korea to gain her independence 
because as early as the beginning of the 20th century they had “approved” 
of Japan’s invasion of Korea in the “Katsura-Taft Treaty.” There ts no historical 
precedent for a major power to sympathize with a small country and give freedom 
and independence to the people of a weak country. The sovereignty of a nation can 
be achieved and preserved only through the independent efforts and indomitable 
struggle of that nation. This ts a truth which has been proved through many 
centuries and generations. 


During the Russo-Japanese War and the Portsmouth Peace Conference King Kojong 
sent a secret envoy to the United States of America to call upon it to 
expose Japan’s aggression and assist Korea in maintaining her independence. 
However, the United States of America unsparingly offered support in many, varied 
ways to Japan so that she could win the Russo-Japanese War. Then, at the 
Portsmouth Peace Conference to discuss a postwar settlement, it gave every 
possible assistance to Japan so that the result of the conference would be 
favourable for her. President Roosevelt ignored the confidential letter from King 
Kojong on the ground that it was not an official document. 


Kojong then sent emissaries to the International Peace Conference held in The 
Hague in an attempt to have the illegality of the “Ulsa Treaty” (the treaty between 
Korea and Japan concluded in 1905—Tr.) proclaimed and maintain the nation’s 
rights by appealing to international justice and humanitarianism. However, the 
King’s letter to the conference was not effective because of the persistent obstructive 
manoeuvres of the Japanese imperialists and the lukewarm response of the 
representatives of the various countries, and all the efforts of the emissaries in 
appealing to the great powers for sympathy were frustrated. Under the pressure of 
the Japanese imperialists Kojong was held responsible for having sent secret 
envoys and was forced to hand the throne over to Sunjong. 


The incident of the emissaries at The Hague was a loud alarm-bell which shook 
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off the deep-rooted flunkeyist consciousness of the feudal rulers. The red blood 

of Ri Jun which dyed the site of the International Peace Conference was a serious 
warning to the future generation that no major power in the world would make a 
present of her independence to Korea and that it would be impossible to gain the 
country’s independence by relying on foreigners. 


That the highest levels of the nationalist movement again pinned their hopes on 
the United States of America and the “theory of national self-determination” 
without taking this lesson to heart was because the ideas of worshipping and 
kowtowing to America were deep-rooted in their minds. Whenever the country was 
in danger, the incompetent feudal rulers looked to the big countries and tried to 
shape the destiny of the country with their help. This was implanted in the minds of 
the highest levels of the nationalist movement. 


The March First Popular Uprising demonstrated that bourgeois nationalists could 
no longer be the leading force of the anti-Japanese national liberation movement. 
The class limitation of the leaders of the March First Popular Uprising was that they 
did not go so far as to totally reject Japan’s colonial rule. They set the aim of the 
movement to be to obtain some concession which could ensure the interests of their 
own class within the limit of Japan’s ruling system. This became the ideological 
basis which later either reduced many of them to reformists or made some of them 
even call for “autonomy” as a compromise with the Japanese imperialists. 

Until that time in our country there existed neither a progressive idea capable of 
smashing reformism nor a large army of the industrial proletariat who could fight 
under the guidance of a progressive idea. The young working class of our country 
did not have its own party whose mission it would be to establish Marxism-Leninism 
as the idea of the new era and to rally under its banner the working masses. 

If the popular masses of our country who were groaning under the misrule of the 
Japanese imperialists were to find the true way ahead for their struggle and have a 
vanguard which would defend their interests, they had to travel along a longer and 
thornier path. 


Through the March First Popular Uprising our people became keenly aware of the 
fact that no movement could emerge victorious without a powerful leading force. 
Although millions of the masses came out into the streets in resistance with the 
common desire to win back their country, their struggle was dispersed and 
spontaneous; it was not waged according to a unified programme and combat plan 
because they were not led by the working class, by the party. 


The March First Popular Uprising served as a serious lesson that if the popular 
masses were to win in the struggle for national independence and freedom, they 
must fight in an organized way with a correct strategy and tactics under the 
leadership of a revolutionary party, and that they must completely reject flunkeyism 
and prepare a strong revolutionary force for themselves. 
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Through the March First Popular Uprising the Korean people demonstrated to the 
whole world that ours are a people with a strong spirit of independence who do not 
want to live as the slaves of others and that they are a people with indomitable 
stamina and ardent patriotism who fear no sacrifice in order to regain their country. 
This uprising dealt a heavy blow to the Japanese imperialists. In order to soothe the 
anti-Japanese feelings of the Korean people after the March First Popular Uprising, 
the Japanese occupationists had to change, although it was for form’s sake, the 
“sabre rule” for a “civil government.” With the March First Popular Uprising as a 
momentum, in our country an end was put to the era of the bourgeois nationalist 
movement and the national liberation struggle of the Korean people began to enter a 
new stage. 


The shouts for independence which echoed to the whole world shaking my ill-fated 
country continued ringing in my ears throughout the summer. Those cheers made 
me mature at an early age. In the street in front of the Pothong Gate where I 
witnessed the fierce struggle between the demonstrating masses and the armed 
policemen, my world outlook leapt into a new phase. It can be said that my 
childhood ended as I shouted for independence standing on tiptoe squeezed in 
between the adults. 


The March First Popular Uprising marked the first time that I stood in the ranks of 
the people and that the true image of our nation was implanted in my mind’s eye. 
Whenever I heard the cheers for independence which echoed like a roll of thunder to 
my mind I felt boundless pride in the indomitable fighting spirit and heroism of our 


people. 


In the summer of that year we received a letter from my father. 
With the letter my father sent me some Chinese ink sticks with the trade mark 
“Jinbuhuan” and some writing brushes. They were a special gift for me to 
improve my handwriting. 


I ground one of the ink sticks onto an inkstone, dipped a writing brush in it so that 
there was plenty of ink on it and wrote the word “Father” in bold characters on a 
sheet of Korean paper. 


That night our family took turns to read the letter by lamplight. My uncle Hyong 
Rok read the letter three times. Although he was of a carefree disposition, he was as 
careful as someone elderly when reading letters. 


My mother read the letter quickly and, handing it over to me, told me to read it 
aloud so that my grandfather and grandmother could hear. Although I was under 
school age, I could read Korean letters because my father had taught me the Korean 
alphabet when he was at home. 


When I had finished reading the letter, my grandmother stopped her spinning and 
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asked me, “Doesn’t he say when he’s coming back?” And, without waiting for my 
answer, she said to herself: “Whether he is in Russia or in Manchuria.... This time 
he has been in a strange place for quite a long time.” The fact that my mother had 
merely glanced at the letter worried me. So, when I went to bed, I told her ina 
whisper of what I remembered of my father’s letter. My mother never took long over 
reading letters in the presence of my grandfather and grandmother. Instead, she 
would keep them in the breast of her coat and read them secretly during breaks as 
she worked in the field. 


When I told her of what I remembered of parts of the letter, my mother said, 
stroking my hair: “It’s all right. Sleep now.” My father returned home in the early 
autumn of that year to fetch his family. It had been a year since we had seen my 
father. 


During that time my father had worked hard to restore the organizations of the 
Korean National Association, win comrades and rally the masses in the area of 
North Phyongan Province such as Uiju, Chang-song, Pyoktong, Chosan and 
Junggang, as well as in Manchuria; It was around that time that my father 
convened the Chongsudong Meeting (November 1918). This meeting, which was 
attended by representatives of the organizations of the Korean National Association 
in North Phyongan Province and by the liaison agents of various regions, drew up 
policies for the immediate restoration of the organizations of the Korean National 
Association and for rallying the proletarian masses closely around these 
organizations. 


My father, now back at home, told us many things, particularly about news from 
Manchuria and about Russia, about Lenin and about the victory of the October 
Revolution. He told us that a new world had come to Russia in which the workers, 
peasants and other unpropertied masses had become the masters, and he did not 
conceal his envy. He also expressed his great anxiety, saying that new- 
born Russia was facing ordeals because of the attack of the white party and the 
armed intervention of 14 countries. 


Because all his stories were woven with vivid detail and facts, I thought that my 
father might have been to the Maritime Province of Siberia. 


Like Manchuria, the Maritime Province of Siberia was also a base for the Korean 
independence movement and an important rendezvous. At the time of the March 
First Popular Uprising the number of Koreans residing there was several hundred 
thousand. In this area lived many patriots and fighters for independence who had 
gone there from Korea as exiles. It was through there that Ri Jun and his party 
went to The Hague. And Ryu Rin Sok and Ri Sang Sol also formed here 
(Vladivostok) the combined headquarters of the volunteers from the 13 provinces 
of Korea. It was also here that the Korean Socialist Party headed by Ri Tong Hut 
started to disseminate Marxism-Leninism as the first socialist group of Korea. It 


58 


was also in this area that the Provisional Government in Russia known as the 
Korean National Assembly was formed and proclaimed its existence at home and 
abroad. Hong Pom Do and An Jung Gun conducted their military activities focussed 
on this area. 

Korean fighters for independence and patriotic people who had come to the Maritime 
Province of Siberia as exiles, formed self-governing organizations and anti-Japanese 
resistance organizations throughout the area and conducted vigorous activities for 
the restoration of national rights. Units of the Independence Army based in the 
Maritime Province of Siberia advanced into such areas 

of North Hamgyong Province as Kyongwon and Kyonghung and attacked 
Japanese troops and policemen, thus seriously disrupting the enemy’s rule and 
border guard. Some fighters for independence who had moved to this area from 
Manchuria formed large units and fought with the Red Army in defence of 

the Soviet Republic. 


When the combined forces of imperialism and the internal enemy who followed 
their dictates pounced upon the Soviet Union from all directions in order to strangle 
the new-born political regime there, thousands of Korean young people gave their 
blood and lives with arms in hand either in the guerrilla ranks or in the Red Army in 
order to defend the socialist system which mankind had longed for as their ideal. 
The names of Koreans are engraved in large letters on the monuments erected in 
the Far East to the memory of the heroes of the Russian civil war. 

Such people as Hong Pom Do, Ri Tong Huiand Ryo Un Hyong who had worked 
hard for the independence movement for some time with the Far East of the Soviet 
Union as their base, met Lenin to gain his support for our national liberation 
movement. 


The activities of the Korean fighters for independence in the Maritime Province of 
Siberia left traces which cannot be ignored in the history of the national liberation 
movement of our country, even though they once led to the heart-breaking tragedy 
as the Hethe Incident, brought about by the interference of outside forces and the 
antagonism among various associations. 

I was not wrong to have guessed that my father had been to the Maritime Province 
of Siberia in order to win comrades. 


My father told the family about the demonstration of the people in the northern 
border area, and we told him of how courageously the people of Kophyong Sub- 
county had fought at the time of the March First Popular Uprising. 


Of what my father told us that day, the following is still vivid in my memory. He 
said: “It is unlikely that robbers who have intruded into your house and are 
wielding knives will let you live simply because you make a fuss begging them for 
mercy. If the man outside is also a robber, he will not come to your aid when he 
hears your cry. If you want to save your life you must fight the robbers. You can 
prevail over those who are armed with knives only when you fight them with a 
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knife.” My father had already formed a new view and a new determination with 
regard to the independence movement. I learned later that at the time of the March 
First Popular Uprising and before and after this uprising my father had sought 
continually for the way ahead for national liberation, carefully following the events 
taking place at home and abroad and conducting his activities with the northern 
border area and south Manchuria as his base. He also had paid close attention to 
the process of the change in the socio-class relations in our country. 


As the lesson of the March First Popular Uprising shows, the aggressors will not 
withdraw if we only hold demonstrations and cheer. It would also be impossible to 
regain the country only through the struggle of the Independence Army. We must 
fight the aggressors with a nationwide effort because all the country has become the 
prison of the Japanese and is covered with a forest of bayonets. To this end we 
must make a popular revolution, as in Russia. The popular masses should rise up 
with arms in hand and fight the enemy to win back the country and establish a new 
society free from exploitation and oppression. 


This ts the conclusion my father had drawn after all his hard work. This was the 
policy of the proletarian revolution. 
With the independence movement unable to get out of its stagnation and only blood 
being spilled, my father asserted that a popular revolution should be made, 
necessitating a fresh method. 


After the October Socialist Revolution had emerged victorious in Russia, my father 
began sympathizing with the communist ideology. Later, with the March First 
Popular Uprising as a momentum, he formed his own idea and a firm resolution that 
the national liberation movement in our country should shift from a nationalist 
movement to a communist movement. 


At the Chongsudong Meeting held in July 1919 my father proved the historical 
necessity for a proletarian revolution. On the basis of this, he convened, in August of 
that year, a meeting of the heads of various districts under the Korean National 
Association, liaison agents and chiefs of the organizations for independence in 
Hongtong District, Kuandian County, China, formally proclaimed the policy of 
shifting the anti-Japanese national liberation movement from a nationalist to a 
communist movement and advanced, in keeping with the change in the time, the 
task of defeating Japanese imperialism with the strength of our nation and building 
a new society which would ensure the rights and interests of the unpropertied 
masses. 


My father’s proposal of the policy of shifting from the nationalist to a communist 
movement is another of his exploits in the anti-Japanese national liberation 
movement. 


My father used to explain his idea of the proletarian revolution plainly as the 
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building of a new society which would provide rice to those who had no food and 
supply clothes to those who had no clothing and, through his practical activities he 
awakened the workers, peasants and other working masses to a progressive idea 
and united them into one revolutionary force by forming and expanding a variety of 
mass organizations. 


Another feat my father achieved was his success in the struggle to prepare for 
fresh armed activities and unite armed groups. 
My father expedited the preparations for fresh armed activities out of his conviction 
that the country could be regained only through armed activities, not through 
“petitions” or “diplomacy”. 


My father’s plan was to select patriotic young people from the proletariat and train 
them into military cadres, ideologically remould the commanders and the rank and 
file of the existing armed organizations and thus turn their ranks into an armed 
force of the workers and peasants that was capable of carrying out the proletarian 
revolution. 


Having put forward this policy, my father sent members of the Korean National 
Association to various units of the Independence Army to guide them in various 
matters—in the spreading of progressive ideas in the armed units, in the purchasing 
of weapons and in the training of military cadres and the increasing of the combat 
efficiency of the army. 


At the same time he worked hard to achieve the unity of the armed units. What 
distressed my father most in those days was the lack of unity in the ranks of the 
independence movement. 


At that time there were many units of the Independence Army and organizations 
engaged in the independence movement in Jiandao and the Maritime Province of 
Siberia. The so-called Association of Koreans, the Korean Independence Association, 
the Thaeguk Association, the War-fund Raising Association and suchlike would 
spring up overnight. There were more than 20 such organizations engaged in the 
independence movement in south Manchuria alone. If these organizations had 
united with one another and worked hand in hand with one another they would 
have been able to display great strength. However, the factionalists became 
engaged in a scramble for power from the start, rejecting other organizations and 
regarding them jealously. 


If this situation was not put to rights, there was a fear that the ranks of the 
independence movement would be disrupted and the movement forsaken by the 
people or destroyed piecemeal by the enemy; and it would be impossible to promote 
the great cause of shifting the direction of the movement which my father had 
resolved to undertake. 
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Under these circumstances, when my father heard that the conflict between the 
Korean Independence Youth Association and the Kwangje Youth League was 
becoming aggravated, he hastened to Kuandian and, while staying there for several 
days, persuaded the leaders of the two organizations to merge. Thanks to my 
father’s efforts, the armed organizations in the area along the River Amnok, such as 
the Corps for the Promotion of Industry and the War-fund Raising Corps, merged to 
form the National Corps. 


It can be said that my father’s intention in preparing for fresh armed activities was 
to build up the strength of the armed organizations with people of worker and 
peasant origin to make a fresh start in the armed activities geared to the communist 
movement and ensure that the various armed organizations worked in concert by 
merging them. 


My father was concerned with implementing the policy of shifting the direction of 
the movement until the evening of his life and, in the course of this, he suffered 
from a persistent illness. 


After the policy of shifting the direction of the movement to the communist 
movement was proclaimed at the Kuandian Meeting the process of ideological 
disintegration was accelerated among the nationalists. 


With my father bedridden, some of those who shared his idea and purpose were 
arrested, some became turncoats and others were scattered. So there remained only 
a few people who would work for the communist movement. 


Conservatives from among the nationalists were building a wall against the new. 
However, many progressive people chose the new road and later joined the 
communist revolution with us. 


My father’s idea about the communist movement served as great food for my 
growth. 


He used to write this motto in large strokes on the walls at Sun - hwa 
and Myongsin Schools and in many other places, as well as at his home. 
Some of his writing still remains, and it demonstrates that lie was quite good at 
writing with a tree on Nam Hill.” The poem expressed his firm resolve to bring a new 
spring of independence to the silk - embroidered land of three thousand ri by 
fighting on even if he were to be torn to pieces. 


TO BE CONTINUED 
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LIST OF KEYNOTE 
DPRK ANNIVERSARIES DURING THE YEAR 


January 


Marshal KIM JONG UN’s birthday 
8th of January 


February 
Foundation of Korean People’s Army, 
as a regular and standing revolutionary armed force 


8th of February 


Day of the 'Shining Star' 
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anniversary of the birth of the Great Leader Comrade KIM JONG IL 
16th of February 


March 


Anniversary of Agrarian Reform Law 
5th of March 


International Women’s Day 
8th of March 


April 
'Day of the Sun', anniversary of the birth of the Great Leader Comrade KIM IL SUNG 
Foundation of the KPA as the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army (1932 ). 


25th of April 


Anniversary of Panmunjom Inter -Korean summit 
27th of April 


International Workers Day" 
1st of May 


June 


Anniversary of 1st Inter - Korean Summit 
15th of June 


Anniversary of start of work of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
at the Central Committee of the Workers Party of Korea 
19th of June 


Anniversary of the provocation of the Fatherland Liberation War by the US imperialists 
25th of June 
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July 


Anniversary of the passing away of the Great Leader Comrade KIM IL SUNG 
8th of July 


Anniversary of the award of the title of Marshal to respected comrade KIM JONG UN 
17th of July 


Anniversary of victory in the Fatherland Liberation War 
27th of July 


August 


Liberation Day 
15th of August 


Day of Songun’ 
( start of the Songun revolutionary leadership 
of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL ) 
25th of August 


September 


Foundation of the Republic Day 
9th of September 


Anniversary of the passing away of 
the Anti - Japanese heroine 
and Mother of Korea Madame KIM JONG SUK 
22nd of September 
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Oetober 


Party Foundation Day 
10th of October 


Anniversary of Foundation of Down with Imperialism Union 
17th of October 


November 


Not a DPRK anniversary but the anniversary of the foundation of KFA 
13th of November 


Anniversary of Hwasong 15! - ICBM test fire 
29th of November 


December 


Anniversary of the passing away of the great leader comrade KIM JONG IL 
17th of December 


Anniversary of the birth of Madame KIM JONG SUK, 
anti - Japanese heroine 
24th of December 


Anniversary of the appointment 
of the Great Leader Comrade KIM JONG IL 
as KPA Supreme Commander 
24th of December 


Anniversary of the appointment of Marshal KIM JONG UN 


as KPA Supreme Commander 
30th of December 
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